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hapley ]

"Nov're OKM, Vaderie," He &TT(ZYV\PTS 0 assure me, one of his
hands @Y\PP\H@ ) ﬂ’\\@\/\, "we'l be done soon”

”OKM.” | pvtter wWhile HOdd\ﬂ@ My head. How did | even
@@T 10 this POW’? l KZPT Té\\\ﬂ@ VVMSZW Ld leave @\/ZHTUOLM,
unfi | oove Up W(ﬂ\n@ 10 do S0, becowse i fook. me So \OH@ 10
choose. I's been finree ears since | mouvied LO@OUA, ond
now | Wish | ihaud lisfened 1o v @UT Té\\\ﬂ@ me no When e
PYOPOSZd 0 me.

"M, helo,” we're oo greeted ou) a friend (or, one of
Loan's friendiy competifors), Aden conlew, and is wife,
Kadinerine, vefore they It dowin in fing Seats across fine
foole from s,

"HI" We oot veturn fine greeting, | don't Show if, | readig
hate gping) 1o these paurties for milion and bilionares,
When | closely ooserve, adl | e 1S CE0S orauging and
compouing finemseives 1o each ofiner. 'm nof implying) fhat
Logn does if, but he has problems of S own fihat only
comes ot in Front of me.. not in . nice wa. 0, 10 et
(N from i and tiis party) adfogetiner for o few



minvfes, | foke "y PV\OH@ vt from ) purse, fhen stand

Up.

"Where ane Wov @0\&’\@7” He ok, PU\\\H@ me ook, not
YZ\ZO(S\H@ his cutch on v hand.

"Il e bock,” | YZPM, " have 10 use the badiroom.” [ wodk. 10
fne vestyoom, SCYO\\\Y\@ TV\YOU@\/\ i contocts 1o find )
SISfer’s nouve. Last weekend, | sent o Video 1o ner of
LO@OU/\ an\% \ﬂ@ o foantrum and SCYZWV\\Y\@ ot we, 10 prove
finat being) Wit Wim st o inact ey ik it 1s. wien |
first decided 1o TY({] 10 2l fhem that he's a COHTYO\\\H@
COVErt NAUCISSISt, | Was Serious, and ﬂ/\Z(ﬂ didn't believe me.

| enter oo Stodl, then lock. it oefore CO(J\\Y\@ "y Older sister,
Shilohn.

"Volerie?” ne ﬁnouug ONSWEYS,
"Hew, Shioh.. | need Upv.”
" con T2l IS it aloout Logan?" She asks

"Not ZXOLCT\(Q.” l S\@V\. "l need o 10 picke me up on %OLTUYdM.
'm done With i, Shiloin.”



"After Uovr OLHH\VZYSOLM dm, e wov sure? Does ne know
(ﬂOU’YZ leay/ \I’\@’?”

"'V been P\&ﬂﬂ\ﬂ@ thnis since st monti, 'm suve as hell”

U@V\, our OU’W\'\\/ZYSOLM, | don't” even want 10 be home Wit
him for that. But | ihave 10 JUST S0 he won't SUSP(ZCT me

W(ﬂ'\ﬂ@ 10 leave.

”OKOUQ, Vaderie. [l be there winenevey Wov've YZWM.”

"Thanks, Shiloin.” | leawe fine ¥esfroom, guickly) refurning 1o
fine fodole. This 1S Wit | have 10 do daul (niding) fext
Messages and phone calis) becowse of s possessiveness
and pouanoia

The more | fink: aoout™ everuining, tihe more | readize |
Should've fodeen 1hose red flags and ran witih finem efore
We even 9ot maxyied. He wWas aousive foweuds me plenty)
of fimes beforehand, | ust didn't want 1o see 1t or i flew
over ) nead becawse ne hides it so wel

"Did Wov co Wovr Sister, vaerie?" He asks,



| purse v \\PS before YZSPOY\O\\H@, Nean” How' does he know
fnar? “winy?*

"l know (ﬂOU’Y@ P\Mﬂ\ﬂ@ on \ZW\H@ me.”

O Sif- | Shudder, fine Kifchen knife 'm holding in one of
MY hands fading) info fine sink witih o lovd clang. "ND..
Logan, ' nof” planning).”

"Don't lie o me, Vaderie,” He excloams before picking up fhe
knife from the sink, oming fhe blode o My fihvroat,
fuck'\n@ heavd ypv, | listened 1o the enfive conversadion!”

”\/\/Wﬂ e vou \\STZHW\@ in 0 v cols?I”

”TV\Z%’YZ ) devices, | ‘OOU@V\T them for Wov, s0 L con do
Whatever | want with theml | see Z\/@Y(ﬂﬂ/\'\ﬂ@ Wov do on
fhem.. Wov've not @0\“@ amng\em. even it Wov do anage
10 leave, ' not S'\@n'\ﬂ@ the divorce popers, ond [ Wil find
Wov Wherevey Wov @0.”

[ keep muy moutih Suf for wihad™ seems like . long fime,
Sfaring ook af i, unfil ine Finay draws tine knife out
of My direction and puts it back down. L furn my) back. 1o
him, mumboling fing Words "fuck off." under muy oreatin



| Se¢ somefining) dourt past my face, Wiring fine furtnest
Wl in front of me before crasihing) 1o fing floor witin
anofiner loud, mefadic clangingy aapnst fine naudiwood. Did
e Just fivow fihe knife.?

He (QOUHKS e back Towewds him, ong arm around Y
chest b\ﬂd\ﬂ@ both of ) arms in P\OLC@ ond o hand oveyr
v poutin. 1 don't tiink. (QOU’YZ mk\ﬂ@ me SZY'\OUSM, \/\Oﬂd(ﬂ.”
He V\/V\\SP(ZYS info My eo. "ov Shovld be ecstadic that | love
Wov ZHOU@V\ 10 PYOT oct Wov ond not let Wov out of ) S\@V\T
becowse \f | con't have Wov. fhen ﬂObOd(ﬂ con’



(haplet 2

"ehant” | grin—aenvinely for once in years—as mu older
brofhner nugs me. we naven't seen each ofiner since ne
Moved across fihe counfry) five uears agp. "How' axe yov
doing?”

"Volere?”

"'m dO\ﬂ@ @Y@Od’, L." He pawses, "soun that Video Wov ook of
LO@OUA. Shiloh senf™ it 10 me, and she wonted me 10 Show
p Without TZ\\\H@ Wov, JUST 0 make sure Wov're OK(M{}”

"ACTUOIY, Efinan, tm ot okadg™ | confirm. * need your help!
et i in. Madgoe ne'll e abole 10 1ag) adong) Wit Shiloin 1o
COXYY) QUT OUY plan. "M planning) on leaw/ing) Logan soon, |
(ready Told Shion adoout” If, and.. | Was wondering i Yo
coud fog) alongy 10 help”

"SUve, Voderie, He YZP\\ZS, ”\/\/V\(ﬂ e vy OLSK'\Y\@ o2

"He kinows" And if Logon decides 10 aftock we 10 kZ@P
me from \ZOMH@, Ul need nim.

"He... knows?”



"f e Wodkes Up, he's @0\?’\@ 10 W(ﬂ 0 hurf me. He's thad
CYOLZW S0, S We've W()dk\ﬂ@ up the stadrcase 10 @@T 10 our
bedroom, efihan 1S SCW\Y\\H@ e novse withh nis eues. oSt
\\k@\({) YZOU\Z\H@ thod LO@OUI\ ISt o YZ@U\M person. He's rich,
but he's an anwful, W\Mbd even evil, man. eftnon Was
OlJYQWM oone b(ﬂ e fime | met LO@OUI\, S0 TV\Z(ﬂ’\/Z nevey
et each ofiner,

He purses nis \\PS, PYO‘OOLDM dve 10 nervousness, oefore
OLSK\Y\@ me, "Where 1S LO@OU/W”

"He's o worke | nope.”
"Nou nope?”

'S UMOSE 12, e usualy) comes nome for on hour, tihen
002 ok 0 Work oefore |

”OKO% " He nods.

l V\OP@ he wWon't wodke in soon becousse efihan 1S Y@Od\(ﬂ not
SUPPOSZO\ 0 be here. 'm noft SUPPOSZd 0 have M(ﬂbOd(ﬂ
heve, LO@()U/\ doesn't adlowv it, and nowv | kinowy \/\/Wﬂ IJUW\P
onto LO@OUI\’S d@S\d’OP COW\PUTZY S S00N aS We enter tne
bedroom, 10 FaceTime our Sister. | con't ZXOLCTM do it on



MY Phone becowse ne con see evammn@ | do on My
devices. tP's now e found out in the first place.”

"Whot?" efihan frowns, annost sound‘\n@ Shocked adoout it
"S he POLYMO\(J, or jUST Cmﬂﬂ?”

"Umm,” | hesitade, "is bofin an opion? | mean, now' he acts
Mokes T seem fike s bofin.. Wit oL luae side of
NOUCISSISM.” Shilon finauly ansiwers fine cal, greefing us
With, "HiP

"HI" efhan and | Y@SPOﬂd 10 her @Y@ZT’.

"0, efhan 18 OLJY@M(Q fhere, cool | asked nim 10 o0 check
on yov, Vaderie.”

"He told me." | smile. " Thanl Wov. SIS

"ov've welcome.”

We stout @0\(\@ over tne P\()Uf\ for %()LTUYdOU{) ﬂ\@V\T, When
'm @O\Y\@ 10 escope his el holg, and as we're dO'\ﬂ@ S0, We
SUddZﬂ\lﬂ hear tne Y'\ﬂ@ of the hovse's S@CW\M S%S’FZW\.
ethon ond ook o™ each otiner, oand Shiloh curses, "on,

St Logon's home. "we @0’( /8 00, Shiloin.”

"Codl e When he's aone MOL'\H.”



"We Wil | end the codl before etihan and | leowve the
bedroom and Yush down fing nadway, approaching the
sforcase 10 find Logan standing st af” the ooffom of fine
Sfadirs witih au pisfol in one of IS hands. "Logan,” | cal,
panic rising) i miy voice, "Wihat aue you doing?”

He aams the oaurvel of the gun ot my brotiner, "wino tine
fuck. ove yov?*

"Logan, finls 1S —*
St vp, Vilerie,” He cuts me of £, *tm not fodking 1o your

"I1"S okaw), ' hner brofher " He vesponds, holding) vp oot of
IS s, "mu) naume 1S efhan”

"efihan?” He lets his hand fo, \OV\/@Y\H@ nis @UOU(O\.
"Where'd Wov come from? \/\/V\(ﬂ e wov nerg?”

"He's \/\S\ﬁﬂ@, LO@OUH. | haven't seen nim in five (QZOLYS."
Jeus, wWhat the fuck wWas he p\ommn@ on dO\ﬂ@? %V\OOﬂﬂ@
ond K\\\\ﬂ@ ol of VS dve 10 an OlSSUVV\PTTOH/?



"A, okow,” Logon soffens up (for once in wy presence,
0Nnd 0 e awaws does Wien finere’s ofiner people axound),
"M sorvy”



Uhaplet 5

"Hewl" Lineaw Logan call From awevoss fing faole, sfourfiing)
e f1om my Sudden dissociafion.

"Hm, What?" | ask

"Don't Whad™ me. Whadt is Wrong With Wov, Vo7
| Shake i) head. ”MOTV\\H@, 'm.. fired.”
”A\Y@M(ﬂ?” He YOIS nis eujes.

Honesfy, 'm Just ready for this wiole thing) 10 end. 'm
00ing) 10 afempt o escabe from Tis prison of a life
Tomorvow nignt, and | nawe o gread” feeling tinad it's gping)
f0 succeed and Pl Final) o aniawy From him. ™ea" | get
Up £Yom ) chadr, "'m gpoing) 10 oed.” 1 used 10 o vse
finiS excuse 10 escape him eaxlier in v mouvione
Whenever | sensed an incoming) outourst or fanfrum, vt
NOW it WS doesn't work. anumore becowse e knows it
NOWV.

"ov're not @0\(\@ antw\ere unfi | SO Yov con’ He snais,
"Sit down, Vaderie!”



| Choose ot 10 lisfen. | furn awound anuyneuy, ignoring inim
08 | Wodk ounvouy from fihe todole. He slams his gjass of
Wine down before gefting vt of is chadr, yanking me
back bu) my hadr, Insfantiy) seizing) me from wodking
furtner anody from nim. "LOGAN" | screoum

"LISTEN TO ME FOR ONCE!”
"WHAT DO YOU WANT?I"
"DON'T WALKC AWAY FROM Me!”

”OKM,” l WV\WV\PZY, "let me o0, P\MS@I” Insteod of YZ\MS\H@
me and VV\OLK\H@ Z\/Zﬂﬂﬂ/\'\ﬂ@ eosier for oot of Us, ne PUI\S
e towouds the \\V\ﬂ@ room auea. "Wnadt aue (40—"

"ov're not @0\(\@ an(ng\am, ov e bifth.” He @YO\/\/\S.

”LO@OUN” | screaun Winen e throws me down onto the
couch, P\ﬂﬂ\n@ v arms 0oove v head onto fine cushions
With one hand, and Y@&CV\\H@ for v POLﬂﬁQS undeyr )
dress wWith the otiner. *STOPP [ tUssie With his @Y\P on mi
WYISTS and Inis V\/Z\@V\T on mi bOd(ﬂ, MG\dZnT()LM YOL\S\Y]@
one of v \Z@S ond Kﬂ%\ﬂ@ him in his sack.



l O(U\CKM ol VVMS@H; onto the floor from underneatin nim as
e 1efs out @YUZ\\\H@ Sereaum, C\UTCV\\H@ his @YO\H, " AHHH
YOU BITCH"

| crount oeross tine floor, '\HOU\({) S’Faﬂd\ﬂ@ vp When | @ZT in
front of the Kitchen's island, 'WVWV\(Zd'\&TZ\(ﬁ SPYWTH@ over 10
the COUHTZYTOP neay the stove 1o @YOUO o knife, d\YZCﬂﬂ@ IS
blode in Whis direction as he OLPPYOMV\ZS me. He jUST fried 1o
rope mel *Gef the fuck OL\/\/Ouﬁ from mel” | don't want 10
hort "y husband, out if | ihawve 1o Stado i 10 PYZ\/ZHT
him from COWS\H@ mMe more hurt, | UCK\H@ Wl L think...

"NoV're YZULM aong, 10 W(ﬂ 10 Sfodo e, Voderie?” He
@&S\'\@V\TS me. "Put the knife: down. Now:”

| Shake mi) head. "Nor"

" Uov cut me, vov'l be ot fowltt, and 1 r'\@v\ﬁu\\@ bloune
your

He'l blae me?t wWihadt™ kind of mainipulative: Shift | know
ne'l onl) do 1 10 make himself look. like the victim. "YoU
JUSTTRIED TO RAPE MEI" Somenovy even finough 'm
fixed) wielding finis knife wiih everyining in me, ne oers
Close enougin 10 SN grado me by My Wirists agan,
coteining me so off guoud, | drop the knife. Tis 1S whaf |
howe 10 0 tivougih dod, fine gaslioting and adouse, ouf |



don't thinlk. anu) of our past fr\@v\fs howe ever oeen tnis
bad. And | hateg that we've even obole 1o @@T f0 finis point”

"GET DOWNP He twists me around, i OYG\Y]@ me 10 end
over onfo the island’s COUHTZYTOP, finen PU\\S Up mig dress.

Wi did 1 TYust finis fucking) naxcopathn, and what fine
fuck did [ se¢ n nim that™ was marviage moderiad in fne
ISt place?! | Shovld've left nim vears anp, Wwhen s
behaviour started changing as fime passed While we were
doding, He Wos the biggest sweetineart wien we £irst
mMef, he graduady) changed Wil we were dading, it didn't
foke long) for e 1o nofice and cal nim ovt on if-



Uhapler 1

LU My eues. Ve oeen on finis computer for au few nours
now, and 'm vea.dy 10 gp. | close miy safon fodo oefore
MOVING) MY Mouse over 10 click. onfo fne app for e
SeCUr ity sUstem, deactivading) the infruder alaurm, So it
WON'T Woke Logan up and | can leove guietiyy

0 hide a gpod cumount™ of evidence, | close ot fhe app,
finen put fine computer on sleep mode before leaving fine
ro0m 10 g dowinsfodrs. The First ting | do wien 1 gef
dowin fine STars 1S g Straignt 10 fine kirchen 1o fake of
My Wedding) ring, leasing) it wiere it will be noficed, on fhe
iSlwnd’s counter'; Sfil confemplating finis Wiale fhing, And |
Wt Witz ' sfanding) unft | see miy phone’s screen light
U, looking) over ot fine Screen 10 See wuj Sisfer has senf” me
(L TOXT Messade fnad souss, "wie're here” Nes, finady! |
respond back. 10 her with, "0kau)” before leawing the
Kifchen avea. 'm not going 1o miss fhis ife. wien | get 10
fine front door, | gyao onfo fing nandie 1o slowiy pull it open,
letting) fihe securify) sustem ring for o second, before | feal
fine ook of ) head aer wihacked by somefining cold
and haud. A Yoouing, chiming Sound of mefad fhad™ sounds
ke o mefod pan has been oanged on somefining fils my
eo's oefore | colapse.



"PUF e aun dowin or we'l shoott”

"Voderie” A Voice Codis my name as I'm reaadning) mi
CONSCIOUSNESS, "Voderie?” | don't yause wy head vnft 'm
Shaken Ul ke and adext o) Tnis person, au police
officer, "vlerie? Ave yov okouy?”

Blood POUY\H@ from ) Nose, fhe back—as wel as "y
enfive nead and bOdlﬂ TV\YObb\ﬂ@ ond sore, | don't YZSPOY\O\ 10
M veroo, | nod.

"Mind f look. af Uour head?”

L lower my head for nim, lefing Wim and anofiner of ficer
oxouing the oack of i head, istening) 1o fhem and
neowing finem sauing nings ke, *He definitell) Wi iner Wit
sometining,” and, "She needs medicad atention,” 1o each
ofher. The femade of ficer asks me, "Do Yow know winad
happened, Viuerie?”



" dont know" | snifef, waou«kg aﬁampﬁn@ f0 Sfop My
nosevleed. "Where's etnan.. and dnion?”

"Don't WOYY({), Uovr brofiher and sister aue outsSide.”

When ypv're deading) Witih o madignant naweissist, a covert
0ne especiall, you've not dealing Wit v vegulod” numan
eINg Wit (L Soul, oF someone Tnad™s capacole of feeling
and now/ing) empadting. You've deading) Wit L Vouvpire,
demon, o souless being) thad” feeds off of weakness,
VuIneradolity, and tne igint of ofners. No mater inow much
finew) prefend e normad and selt sufficient, witinout me,
Upv, 0 anuoodu) Wit ou Soul, Theyyve poweriess and st an
empty Snell of deep voofed pain and miseryy. unadole 10
change vniess tinew) cnoose 10 do o, out Thad™s vauwel ever
(L C0Se oecowse tinew) want 10 believe tinat fineuve perfect
(in fheir own dewsionad world, new're perfect), and
overvoody aise s flaned,

Thewve Jealovs of any and everyjoody Wit fing iings fhey
Very much o lack. (o in finglr minds, finel) do), and tineire
determined 10 desfvow) fhe peace and nappingss of ofiners
becouse ey themseives cont ootadn eifingr of 1hose in
their own ives.

'm not W(ﬁ'\ﬂ@ 10 S 10 OU\/\/(/U{)S bl WOLY(Q of the PZOP\@
oound Uov, but- Wihen the f %\\ﬂ@ of unease and SOW\ZTV\\H@



being Wrong) witin au pourficulow” person or people comes up,
be coveful They urk in fhe Shadows looking for feir next
nouem of ViCims. 1"S usuadl) 100 1afe and damage has
(ready) been done winen finere eventuady discovered 1o o
(L NOYCISSIST, Ut There's definifelyy wouss of seeing and
Spofting finem out before it gefs 1o fine poinf of no refurn,

"D0 Upv like the dress?" Jane, i STYIST, asks witih a grin
f0rm'\n@ on her foce.

"l do, (MTUOUM. L. TV\OU@V\T | wouldn't, ut.. | smile, ! OVess |
VV\\SJUd@@d IS Size."

ol knew (ﬂOU’d g it She cineers. "Okawy, Yov can

weoy thad, Wov have ten minvtes oefore Wov Wk fhe
YUHWO%”

» Ok M )}

"AlSp, there's o 7y outside in the froqer l0oking) for Upv, S0
Yo Might want 1o Sort thad ovt before yov g0

"Uh, ok | hesifae, "Winerg is he?”



"He'S jUST outside the door, | think Jack W\\@V\T 02 TOUKW\@ 10
nim.”

"0k, Thanks, Jane.” | don’t know' wino finis guyj s, but |
know 'm looking forwoud 1o seeingy Jack's prefty face. |
haven't seen im in montins, 've been planning on asking)
him out for o wiile, mawjoe Ul do Tt locter Tis week. | leave
fine £11ing Yoom, sfanding in front of the door and furning
My head, looking) auound 1o £ind fis berson wio's
apparenti) looking) for me. "winere?”

"Hew) Vaderiel | neay Jack!s voice COLJ\\Y\@ me from behind.

"ean?" | fumn awound 0 see im and another auy
fo\\omn@ behind hin. "Hey," | smile.

"ovr husbond's here.”
”L/\({]... husbond?” L/\(ﬂ smile foudes as | powse..n Sheer

fervor, My eues move from Jock’s foce 1o \ook‘\n@ Pasf
hin, ot the tadler o smﬂd‘\n@ behind him. "Logon..”



