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hapley ]

"Dounmit?” [ neay au voice curse, ten covgining) from
underneatin my bed. "l hate winen he sends me in finis
Wou" The Source of tinis voice comes from under mij bed
0S AL gyey st before vising) vp, foking 1fs figure dirzctiy) in
front of e as a todl mon (edmost the ngigt of m dowd),
With L block. hoodie and block. pants on. "He definite
hotes me.” He ﬂnou\(g urns owound, revealing) s foce.. ond
Wihat™ looks Tike oL frzsih bullet nole in the centve of nis
forehead. "Hi, Abigl”

"HL" | Y@SPOHC\ \/\ZS\TM\TM, "Doniel?”

"0, S0 UV do remember mi nouel He @W\S. "0 Wov
remenboeyr \/\/\/\(4 'm sl herg?”

"ND, ljUST... remenoey lﬁOU from Y dreouns ond PV\%S\CGJ\
SZZW\@ Wov Z\/@M once n oL While. | didn’t tiinl Wov were..

"Reqd? That™s kind of UPSZTW\@ becou)se thad means oy
motiher never told Wov ooout e, our (QOU’\\ kinow
Z\/Zﬂﬂ)@d\(ﬂ.” He assures. "'m one of Uowr auardion Aﬂ@@\&
well not (ﬂﬁf on Anael, God and | axe WOYK\H@ on fhat, 'm
in EUY@OLTOM ot fhe noment. We made on agreement
oerore Wov incornated, (ﬂOU’Y@ % and areody Started
CO\\@@Z, S0 1S odoout fimg for it 10 Stawt before My
JUO\@W\ZY\T doug.”



"What %Y%W\Zﬂf? what kind of MY%W\ZW’?” l V\OPZ s
not . bad one..

"ov don't yremenboer the &@Y@@W\@ﬂf’? \/\/V\(ﬂ did | @XPZCT
Wov 10 'WVWV\M'\OLTZ\(G rememboer thad..”

”MO. n

"There’s o cucle that hasn't been closed (ﬂ@f, IS been 2
ey's are U, ond 6od aftached me 1o QOUY Soul 10 V\Z\P
Wov end i, SO won't o on furtiher, Maddie wWon't be
burdened anymore, ona So LWON'T a0 10 Hell, buf fhat is a
Wholg otiher STOY(Q thad™ eitiher |, or Uovr mother, wil 12l

Uov. !
'Ok,

"All 1 need vov 1o do 1S isten o vovr infuition, and me, Winen
we tel Wov SOW\@TV\\H@. 'm heve 0 V\Z\P ond @U\d@ Uov, not
contyol KQOU.”

"HW." 1 purse m \\PS, ”0\40% That's \ﬂT@Y@Sﬂﬂ@.” | Yause
eues, STOLY\Y\@ of fhe @\ﬂ@ hole in s forehead. "Did Wov
@ZT Shot.. Inthe nead? | don't venemboey Wov \/\W\ﬂ@ o
nole in Wovr head in v dreounns”

' did gt Snof in e head”

”OKOUQ, voudion anael,” | smile, "Wihat else do Wov need me
10 do other than follow orders?”

"Nothing, Il be o Uick ond v\opefu\\tg pauinless sifuation for
upv, depend‘\n@ on Whad God Wil oo 10 happen. U do



averyfining Ngint, e cucle will e finished and it will end,
i you do everyfining wiong ke your wotiner did, the cycle
wil confinve.”

"S i ooy 0 be a bad sitvation?” | ask.

He keeps nis mouth closed for a second oefore veping

Wifh, "Wel, fhe Siftuedion Maddie and | were in wWas o

Preftuy.. not™ so great Sifvadion becawse | fucked vp. 30 I'm

not™ Sire Wietiner tihe Soume tihing) 1S going 1o happen o vjpv

or Not, he nevey eladoorocted on i1 nobe ot winenevey | el
oV Wit v\aﬁ/\\wnzd, 1 Y1) 10 Soe winefiner” ypu'e wilng 1o
ish TiS witih me o not™?

"l meon, (4@00/\, | aun wWiling 1o finisih fnis witin Uov i i
Meons Uou won't be sent o Hell and this cqc\e ypvre
Touk‘\n@ doout Wil be finished.”

"l would hold vy Ton?ue on thad, kid. Youll probaoy hate
me forevey offer | 12l ypv.”

”OKOUQ, Whadt™ did You do thad™ Was so bad, God wounted 10
send Wov 10 hel?” Tunderstand f 1T was rope or domestic
violence, ouf | can't YZOUM think of M(ﬂﬂ/\'\ﬂ@ 21S¢. He seems
lie o cool o,

"l don't think. (QOU'd wont 10 know Y\@V\T nowv."



Uhapley 2

"Mind if | toadk 10 Vv While yov're do‘\nq Work?" Daniel
0SS, s'\ﬁ'm@ on Top of the toole, in front of me.

"Sure," | Y@Pl(ﬂ, "What's UP’? !

"TiS 1S Serious, so | need UWov 10 lisfen” He asserts,
"Remenmboey thod” MY%W\ZY\T | Told Wov Ooout?”

"The one thad we &@Y%d on before | \Was oorn, yes. whot
ooout 12"

"Please, don't freak out winen | 1el Wov hnis, 'm here 1o
@U\d@ Wov out of tis, | won't let i V\@PZH 10 (ﬂOU.”

"What?”

"0ne of Uour Professors is planning on do'\n@ sometiing
Ul 10 Uov., ond We need 1o ﬁ@um out Who This o s
before it @ars 0 that Poxnr !

l ‘\mmad‘\m\ﬁ 00K Up &t i, oring, kind of not believing
Wihat he s Sad. "What 27" | vespond, n Sheex disoalief
"What™ age Uou mjk‘\n@...?"

"ov'l understand wien | 1zl o What | did 1o Wovr
mother

"What the el did Wov do?”



"l don't” tinke Y'\@V\T now is the corvect fime fo r—"
"Doniel” | disyvpt him, "fell me Y'\@WF now."

”OKOU{\, mini-Maddie, Since Wov MTJUST ke her and wanf
10 know ZVZMTV\'\H@,” He S\@V\S, | Y@Zd ey

How did | know it Was eifiner vape or domestic violence?
"oU Wihat?" | winisper” loudy, accidento) lovd enovgin finod
ieop\@ on the otiner Side of the voom Turn their neods
OWOdS e. ™NoU SeXvlY assauied my mom? Are yov
fuck'\n@ seriovs, Daniel?”

;LJUST Sd this wasn't the axpmpr\m fime 1o SO it Yov're
Y@M(ﬂ b@\ﬂ@ havdneaded, b\@&\\. BUI | know' uov QOT
fhat £7om both Maddie and Kendad, so Wov-con \/\ZP "

"What the fuck does thad™ shit have 1o do With me? Tha
IS Your FOWHT™ | snaurl Noww' | kinow Whi) 6od Wonts 10 send
i 10 hel, and r\@v\ffuu&g il

"That's the 0(40\@, Ab\@&'\\," He hesitates, *and We need v

10 COYV\P\ZTZ ond close it b({) dO\H@ (Z\/ZMTV\'\H@ Y\@V\T tnis fime.
i not, i will kZZP @0\ﬂ@ e o @enemﬁonm curse and it wil
@21’ Worse. | told Wov ot OUY@OL(M, Wov knowy this”

"oV deserve 10 o0 0 hell”
"Don't S fhat? HiS face softens. "Now vov're P\SS@d of

me, | undérstand. e onliy rzason 'm nof™ burnin Y\@V\T
Now 1S becowse | b@@@@d im 10 @\V@ me one st chance.



He sent me 10 come Wit Wov becowse e TYusts us ZHOU@V\
10 break this C(ﬂd\@ TO@ZTV\ZY.”

lJUST’ Stoue p AL INim, T IS now Worvied eunes, not even
kHO\/\/\ﬂ@ What 10 SO NUANNOYZ. "What's the coteh?”

"There 1S o cateh, now 1s nof fne fime 10 be pissed at me,
Ab‘\?ou\. | Just need yov 0 do evervfining Yight, close finls
cyciz, andl Pl e gpne. Nov won't sze mz ever agan, |
proWise. Please?”

| lowver ) evjes. "Sure!

”OKOUQ, Dawniel, tell me s £ UCK\H@ STOY(Q.” l SO,
WVWV\ZO\\OW@M SUYVWV\OYT\H@ him.

D0 Wov want the &bﬂd@@d version, or the Uﬂ&bﬂd@@d
\version?”

"Who coues, jUST el me.”

"OkouA,” He STourts, "uowr mother and | vsed 10 Fight winen |
WOS ey aJ@ebm feocher in V\\@V\ School. She hated me,
but [ did nof hate her, and V\OHZST\(Q | found P\SS\H@ her off
V\Or»

"0l M. Donigl, whot the fuck?”



"Hold on, '™ not done @er She doesn't know fiis, please,
don't tell her. | go’r CUFIOUS Wien | kept heauring uour
fodiner ond thelr friend Laugo rapemdug manﬂomn%
"Maddie” While theny werz in My ciass the semester oefore
She nad me. | didn'T know' mommu 1S o prefty girt unft |
ﬁnou\(g hod her in My Closs.”

"And, SO What?” | ask.

"1 WaS mean 1o Maddie becowse | wWas low kme? lowv ke@?
crushing on ner. But then | ﬂ@umd ot she daﬂn@
vour fofner

”Ole” l Cl(lP vwg hands TO@@TV\ZY, "l think 'm done V\@(M\ﬂ@
his. [don’t wont™ 10 even kinow anymore. Bl this C%C\Z
started howy, OLQOL'\H?”

"Ine tYied 1o fioht me after closs on the first dw, durin
her first semester in colege, ond | qof corvied o oy ond.
did that?

"Nowv, | don't™ even wount 1o kinow anmore. Thonks for tihe
glodooyaction.”



Uhaplel

" A [ odnnost serzoum lovd enouoyy for the Wihole nouse
0 heaw offer | vause miy head, sezing Daniel in m
batihroom mirvor in front of me, instzad of my reflection
He let's out o cockle. "Wihat the fuck, Daniel”

"'m SOrvy), | didn't mean 10 scave (QOU,” He smirks, "l fhink.”
L vol ) evjes "oV meant 10."

"l know' vov've adnnost Y@WM for that POLYH{), but there's one
spadl pro lem, Ab\@&\\..,”

Wi 7"

HiS smille Sinks Info o frown, and au very Worried one, |
fnink Wov Should weaw POUHT S

l @\OU(@ At i, ™ou s Wov're heve 10 @lf\d@, not confol
me.”

"Wel, | aun @U\d\ﬂ@ Wov, ond | YZOLM nink Uov Should SK\P on
the dress for fihis one.”

"Nov're nof my fodner, Daniel” | knowy | sedd | would listen 1o
him Somefime ago and not be Stuborn, out what fine
fuck. does My clotings have 1o do Wit this "oreement” we
Mode n tine SPirit readm?



"BUf 'M Wovy Vide, and | kknow norg of what™s edoout 1o
V\()LPPZH 10 Uov Than hovr dod does”

"Okau fien,”  Sigh, "l oumadtg howe T on, 'm not foking
nis dress of

"Fine.” He gives vp. "Don't S | didn't waun ypv, kid”

| leave my oedroom, then vush down the stodrs. "&ue mom,
btge dad.” | kiss oot of My pmnfs on their cheeks boefore
V\aad‘\n@ fowowds the front” door.

"%g coveful”

"Ll | swile. | aor outside 1o 0t Info my caxr, wWiere
Daniel suddanltg Oppeays n fng passenaer sead, witin an
NN OrZ Worvied expression on his foce o me. "wWihat2”
oSk, "Wy e you Sl looking ot me like fina?”

"AYe oV Sure ov want 10 o0 10 This por 2 [\ never
heavd of PY01° 2S30rS TWOW\H@ POLYTTZS for fheir students.”

"POSITVE.” | Y@P\(ﬂ, kind of OUHHO(QZO\ b({) NS concern. "'m sure
il e cool”

"'m @0\Yl 0 need ov 10 lisfen 1o me When You can
becowse Thave o bod f Z@hﬂ@ oot This POLY%.”



"Daniel.” | groon, "nothing 1s oo 0 happen. 'l e here for
o o nours and tinen 00 back home.”

”OKOUQ, mafoe it's JUST me." He £ '\ﬂal\(ﬂ f UCK\H@ odnits. "0l
odert Wov'\ fhere's ani reod dan@er.'

"Thank. v | get ot of My ca, finen nead up 10 fing
front” door of this house. | find it kind of wWeird fihad™ m
(aeoro. professor 1S naving) i paurty) af his nuse, b
Ok, Winatever floats his boad” | knack. on the door, ond
somzone opens tine door for e, and I'm greeted ol aroups
of beople In different aeas axound fing novse. | didn't” come
Wit aﬂz)ﬂfrr\@nds, S0 ' Not Sure winere I'm aping) 10 lend
in frovgh ol of fhis.

| Should've coune Wit friends. Maugbe o drink will loosen
e Up7 Okawy, | know | jusf furned 18 like five douns agp,
but I'm in colege now!. 'shovid oe Mowed 10 ot fiAlS point.

| seaxch oound mg\ng 0 find & oo oz, and o

from the crowds, and wihen | do find What 'm lookin

for, o ooy awea kind of secluded from the flood of people, |
Sit down in one of the barstools. | ask. for one vodka
infused drink, and t'm only sficking) witin finis one for fine
Nignt becawse | don't wWaunt 1o gt shiffaced drunk, and |
hove 10 drive home affer this. meﬂg swre o and dad
would kil me if | coumne home stumbling and possiol
Vomifing, AU | furn miy nead 1o ook ‘oeside me, seeing)
Douniel ougn, Sifing in fing 2mpty) baursfool next 1o mine.
"Are vpv Sl folowing me?”



"Nes," He confirms, "st 10 made sure ypv're sofe, Abigol
M feling) vou, somefining) 1S not gt around vpv, and Yo
need o wadeh ovt”



Chapsfel 1 +
Madlyon

"Maddiel” He immadiatel) graos onto my hand. *Lisfen 1o
me.. please.”

W7

" don't wont 1o Inurt Ypv... agun. (s Uovr dou/@v\mr.
Ab‘\@ou\ IS In frovole.”

"What do Yov mean?” | Y@SPOﬂd, TWHW\@ avound 1o foce
nim.

"ou need 10 0 10 the address sne gavve you, quickly, Her
professor drupged ner. | don't finink Yov'd Wwant 1o knovy
What he's aoout 10 do 10 her " He asserts. “wiake vp,
Maddie!”

' Stourtied out of m«%s\eep, ‘\mmed'\ml(g Siffing vp 1o
reoch for My prone, Tad™s sef on fine coffee Tolole in
front of wme. Doniel better e fucking with me. | scroll
fnrovgh my contoets, find My dowgnter’s name, and col
ner 1 gjpes 1o Voicemal. "Ave Uov fuck‘\n@ ser.” | codl ey
phone dgun. It goes 1o voiceniod,



"MADDIE! | Iheor on aw%u\\@ foumillior Voice thodt nasn't
Spoken in veaxs excloum, ot in my mind, vt from bening.
s nobod(g 2I8e's \oice, but Daniel’s,

And Whilg 'm C()d\\ﬂ@ Ab'\Q,\OL'\\’S PV\OY\Z for the third and last
donon fime before | 00 10 wnt™ down and murder Wioevey
the fuck this PY01O 23S0y 1S, 1 turn awound 1o look: beghind me,
f \ﬂd\ﬂ@ HODOd(ﬁ 21se n the Yoo With me. He's not fuckin
With me. "0 el no," | curse under ) breath, "W ENDALLL

AS [ have ) foor \oug‘\n@ on fhe 00s edad, Wlﬁ'\n@ not 10
00 ful SP@M vt of rone., Kendad continues Wlﬂ\ﬂ? 10 @ZT
anold of Ab\@@t\\; (Z\/ZY(Q OLTTZVV\PT @0\“@ STYOL\@V\T 0
\oicemaul,

”%OVV\ZTV\'W\@ IS def \ﬂﬁ’@\(ﬂ Wrong, Maddie. She won't answer”

IS oSt 12 fine morning, and the party looks like it's
sfil going and Hobab\? WO Sfop anyfime soon. That™s nof
(. 000d Sion, o least o me. We ump out of my car, then
Sprnt up To the front door 10 knock on it Affer o covple of
MINUTZS, MauAoe thvge, sonmeons, o Womon, ﬁnoultg ONSWEYS
fihe door. And before sne can saw) anufining, | chite in, "Hi
We're looking for our dawginter. £xXcuse me? ThiS paur

SNt wild (a0 least not oS Wild as the shit we've seen), but
IS ot o coum, quiet one eitiner

"HOwZ you Seen ou Smadl girt witin o winite polka dof” dress
oN?" Kendal asks o 110 0f people, most likelyy college



sfudents, standing next 1o a stercase. Two of tinem look
Of each ofiner, b romb\«qrmnk\n? ooout it, the Third one
extends s gt arm 1o point fo an aueae furtiner nfo the
house. We \mmed\ml pusv\ past tihe clusters of bodies in
fine W) 10 access fne axea, ﬁnd\n@ our dowgnter from
distonce, laing on ey back. on o sectionad coveh with one
of ey owrnis covering ner face.. ond oL nmon (ner \msfong
professor) Siffing gt beside her head, caxessing) ner
hour.

"That’s i | ey Daniel’s voice confirm, in My head.

"Thank. You, Douniel” | winisper 1o muselt before | bezling m
Wow) 1o Finis fucking weirdo trujing fo SexUY OSSOt our
o, and Kenda opes odter et , picking ner lefinougic
bodyj up, finen info WS arms.

NOW We know now m, mother el fiat one fime | went
VW\SS\H@ ofter @ZTTW\@ runke at D(ﬂ\OLﬂ’S POLYM.

LYun up on this man, not 1o Shave o few threatenin
WOrds Wit nim becawse that™s not gonna help au daimn
Tv\\n but 10 covve his ﬁ/ck‘\n@ fowce nl With My left hond
Ues, Wit mqﬂwedd\n@ ring) on 1o liferody ddd Insuif 10
\njw ) | clasp miyhand Info o fst, and Swingy nof once,
not fwice, but thge fimes at nis fowce. Heods immediotel
furn 10 se¢ tine commation, finding) im lawjing on tine floor
n front of fine couch, bauelyy conscious. "CoMe neay mi
dowgpnter agoin, and see What'l happen.”



Chaplel 5

"Yov 0\40(14, Kid?” Doniel asks.

"L Quess S0, L answer groagjiv, Tum‘\n@ over 10 the ofiner
Side of My bed, " feel Wed. 1 have oL headoche 100,

"Becosse Yo @0’( roofied last ﬂ\@\/\f”
"l did?”

"Neod." He Siiles nervousiy "And gour mother Wos ooout
o kil uour \/\'\sfong meessor for it?

"t | g, " Wos him? Dann... how'd Upv know?”

| maJ\Q didn't kinow it"d be hin. God told me Wihat Was
ooing) To happen, but didnt t2ll me Wino 10 look. out™ for, but |
ovess i Was pourt of Nis plan 10 fesf me.”

"Eor Whot??

"0 Se¢ i | WaS Seriovs ooout My last chance.”

"Abigail?” | Iheay Y bedroom door open, ond | ook, 10 See
My POLYZHTS \/\/OUK\H@ fowowds Y bed.

))H’\.))



"oV OKOliﬂ?” Do asks before SWOK\Y\@ v hair o COUP\Z of
fimes.

| Sl @Zﬂﬂ(ﬂ, e | kind of have o ineadacine, but 'm
ok

"D0 Yo know What happened last ﬂ'\@l/\f’?" Mom asks.
unf OYTUHOLTZK{). "Neodn," | murpavy, ! @0’( dYU@@@d.”

"Bl one of ypur Professors” she frowins. "we oumost lost
VU st nighat, Abiged. You've not in frovble, ool ot you
have thee more years of colleae, and we need v 10
Wwoteh out and o2 codeful i ov've oing) to aftend ol of
SOrfs of pawrfies. £specioly) aoing) witnout friends thod™ will
Wwodeh out for Upv, becowse people axe fuck‘\n@ oV

"Lknow.." Lower miy eues, "t was Truing 1o e coxeful |
finink. 1 gt handed o drink, and | 100k T Wifihout™ thinking)
(oout i ' Sorvy”

'S okl JUST e coweful nexdt fime. And don't foke an
arinks Uov didn't see the bowrtender make in front of upv.’

| Wil def '\ﬂ'\’r@\(ﬂ be coxeful next fime. ”Okalﬂ.” l Y(ZOUM Should
@\\/@ ol of the credit 10 Doniel He tried NS best 10 12l me
Something Was Wirong, and | needed 1o wateh out, and |
JUST didn'T want™ 10 heay it becawse | didn't think (or didn't
Wont 10 believe) it'd V\@P@ﬂ 0 Me. He Was Y\@V\T the enfive
fime.

"IVe never foken o yandom drink, o experienced being
druq@zd, but | did @@T amost blacked ovt drunk oefore ot



0 POy When Lwas vour a?e. You know Dyan Caurfield,
i Was one of S partes. And | had 1o get caurvied ovt oy
0ne of M) professors becawse | was aodut 1o wodk. donin”a.
ﬂ'\qﬂw of Stours wWhile impoured. | Was missing) for an enfive
NGt unti | cadled wom tine next morning, 1S nof exach
e sauve situadion, but 1 reminded me ot it, and had e
been one of 1hose people Tike tinat psiycho, | wovld've been
fucked.

Shovld | SO fhat [ thinke | lknow whiclh PYOf 23S0r She's
TOLJK\Y\@ O00UT? "WaS i naune Daniel?” | ask, OUY@(MJ({]
KI’\O\/\/\Y\@ the answer 1o v STUP\O\ O(UZSTTOH.

"How' do Upv.2" | Wwateh My Mo s\'\@v\ﬂ(g pul herselt ook,
kind of surprised b(g mg) quesﬁan. "HIS nooeg Wos Daniel
How' do U know thad?”

'm nof @0\“ 10 12l ey thad he's in the Yoom, on the ofiher
Side of M bed Y\@V\T now, buf, "'Ve had dreouns aloout
him. He Tadks 10 me sometimes.”

"He told me Wov were in trovble.”

"l know.” Both of My paents hug we, and as fineuy e
doing so | look up, firiding Dauniel Standing in front of o
doorTike porfod Wit au vodiont n@w ey from i, and
(L Whife, glistening) nado encircing aoove nis nead

"Thank. ov for ﬁmsv\‘\n@ ond closing) out this cycle witin
me.” He Turns Wis inead, ™if tov ever need me, cadl on me, Ul
aJv\/ougs be neve for upv, Ao’

"Nov've welcome..” [ \winispey. "Bue. Doniel”



”&OOdb(ﬂé.” He @Y\HS, the POYTOLJ, OLJOY\@ With him, \/(M\\SV\\H@
into SV\WVWV\ZY'\H@, peax \(4 Whife featners.



