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Uhapley ]

”HZ(ﬂ mO‘)U(ﬂS, is is Marshadl and i covsin, sean. 'm sure
UYov YZCO@W\ZZ Marsihodl”

Al of these women, 00roeovs women o oe fodr, Sittin
(aong o \onq diningy Toolz Turn thelr neads in ovr direction 1o
0t 0. gpod ook af my boufviend and | standing ot fine
entyonce of tne voom. Hof of them wowe, ond the otiner
hodf of them smile and oyeet vs m@er\(ﬂ, "Hil"

"HL | smile. Cassandrow poinf's af” Two empfi chadrs near
the end of the fodole for us 1o Sitin. wWihen we 00 o sif
dowin in fihem, | Yause my nead 10 look. across fine fodole,
immediately noticing) & Women aboovt My ane witin lon
dovk hadr and v very) beawfiful foce 10" compliment ner,
l00king) down ot ner pinone Wit o not™ so cheerful look. on
ner face. wel, unfit o woman wWitih lng) nonew) blonde nae
(and o oeatitul foce as well) approachnes the foole 1o Sif
info the chadr oeside ner, the frown on her face guick
TUns info L arin. | wodehh ner from aeross the tolole for o
Wil dur‘\n@ IS paurty, not becawse 'm aftyacted 1o ey,
buf Somefiing) puling rne 1o sfourt fadking 1o hner. She never
d\mcﬂg nofices me Warehing, or mawjoe”even doesn't know
'm Siffing across from her af ol

| don't mean 10 be creepy, V\OMSﬂ(ﬂ, | don't” kenow \/\/\/\(4 '
dO\ﬂ@ it



AT one poinf, tine smiles on oot of tine women's foces
foudes nto frowns winen anotingr Wonmon Wit

Styaunber v blonde nodr proachnes fne foole, aumost as if
finey Svbconsciousiy) know' their fun fime 1s now over dve 1o
ner3ne Wiaps ner arms around the dorrk. hadred womon
VST oloove ner cnesf, and kisses her on fhe cineek in
odnost oL s\nov&mamen before Sitfing down in fine empty
chadr on tine lefT Side her. "Hey, Ayjo”

"Hew), BN." The dourk hadred women (now’ knowing inex
noune 1S Auja responds Wit aun auxious smile.

| Wateh this womon's (Brionnal's) bodtg lnavage, as wel
0S AULs, Towouds each ofiner. Auja's bodyy iinguage and
foch EXpressions don't sgem 10 b2 tihe most comfortaole
ayound Branna, and Brianna's body language don't

pear 10 e fhe most gentle with Avjo tgla IS daﬁn‘\m\%
more comfortolole With Tine other blonde nadred o

WS she j’usf mxﬂn@ Brionna, ond thad™s Whi) She Was
kind of su\k‘\n@ a8 her pnone eoulier?

"Marshadl,” Seon asks, "con Wov @ZT cossondra for me?”
2. Where 1S She?”

"I She's not in nex Yoom, She's most \\KZM Sl downstodrs.”



”vauv/) " Qar Up, Then leave the Yoom 10 wadk. down fine

0 0. Sgnitly obened door neay the end of 1 | e
i cov \e of knocks, aentiv), ot had enougp for them 10 be
heoya from inside Tv\a room "cossandroc? | codl lowiin,
neawing o couple of fodnt voices in the voom. <0 | pusih e
door open, %usf anougA for e to fir i) heod finrougi fine
open\n o look. info e voom, not™ findingy cassandree, but
somem\n@ 21Se. Something) | minself wouldn't wount™ o
styonaer Wwodkingy into oL room 10 find me dmn@ since 'm
sfil nof” open oout My sexuou\m

In fhe oed on the opposife Side of the voom, au couple of
TOpless women, one with daurk nar and fhe ofiner witin
blonde nadr, ae mading) ot Ay, and Who 'm prefiy sure
IS her friend with tihe honey blonde hadr, Nodadiow

[ vetvoct before fihey carch me, quickly m@mn\ng My froin
of Thou ™ and rememboering What Seon osked wé 1o do
before wouk\n@ (oW from Tine voom, feeing mqse\fr
nefting stif £, for some odd reason.



Chaplel 2 *
Maishall

l P\OP down onto the couch, after TOLKW\@ the fime 10 unioad
M| SUitease in our bedroon. "You're nof @W\@ 10 UHPMK
e 7" | oSk

"Uh, nof (4@1’...” Se0n YZSPOHdS, "do | have 10 do it now?”
"'m \/\/ouﬂn@ on yov so | con Stourt do‘mq the \Mﬂdﬂﬂ.”

"Okaw," He sefs S lapfop down on fine coffee faole before
stonding up, "l unpack. when | come bock.”

"Where ave nov O\Y]@?” RZOU\({), offer o YVNOHTV\—\OY]@ TY\P?
"We jUST' @0’( ock home, sean”

"Lknowy, 171 o guick, | promise. 1l be bock.”

”OKOL(Q.” | frown. W@V\T oS Well stout dO\ﬂ@ the \OWHdY(ﬂ now
before | f1 OY@Z’F ooout it. He leaves, and | o UPSTOL\YS 10 Stout
Sorfing| out clotines. AS 'm goin vp ond down the stadrs, the
nofifications sound from his \OlPTOP STOUTS; every 7 minvtes
nis \OLPTOP cnimes, dY\\/\ﬂ@ e Crozu. "Whadt the hel?” | go
fowouds e fodole, adnnost immedios Z\lﬁ C\OS\H@\TV\Z lid of The
\O(PTOP 0 made 1t shut Up, unfit something) in fine bock. of
) mind fels me 1o touch the TOUCV\P 0 Wodke it Up, ond



look. a the: sereen. And tha 1S winat | do, finding tha
finese auen't jus a%m@um, annovjng nofificaions, finewyve
XS, Toxts From ofiner people, and e furtiner vp | Scro
and fihe more conversadions | open 10 vead ol of fine fexts, |
avanruoul\{) MU 10 MUSeIF, "He's cheading” | paufio
close fine Td, mental) processing) all of the SHIF 1 just vedd
TRIS Fucking assnolé. *He's Fucking cheading on ne.

| fode miy phone ouf from M pocker, Then foke pictures
ond Videos of all Wis texts and conversadions oefore picking)
Up fine daumn 1ptop, leawing mgr phone on the couch. He
Wonts 10 chead” and vse me? s fine, it is fucking fine. |
let fhe 1aptop fol from My hands, leffing it drop info fhe
pool lf’sdo o, | poud for the fuc\«'\n@ fining) oftor s last
one diedl

He's @eﬂm the fuck out of v house Tonignt. | o0 back

iNSide, standing Wadting in the l\\/\ﬂ@ room for o lengfinig 10
or 20 minvtes oefore e £ '\HOUM refurns, nim HOTTC\H@ fhar
' Cl@()LY\(ﬂ P\SS@d b(ﬂ the Xpression on Y foce. "Ger Wovr
St

HiS eues Widen, "Are Wov.. OKOU{), Mo shadl?”

"What the fuck does it look lke?" | vespond, "N, M NOTE
Youre fucking cneading) on we, dipshit?” Like sometining
VSt magicoin fucked Up S vocad cords, he doesn't
answer me, kel in Shock oecowse he didn't expect me 1o
look. o™ the laprop ke ol tihe ofiner fimes | didn't, even
fhovgin | kept ineaurng 1ihose saume notificadions sound vnfi |
Closed . *Sean, gyodo o of your SN and gt the fuck out
of My hovser



HiS foce adters 10 an QXPYZSS\OH that Ve never seen on his
foce the thee Uears We've been TO@ZTV\@Y, ond 1S not o
nice one. "ou're YZOU\({) @W@ 10 jUST fnrow me ovr?”

What alse should | do?! "Wihat the fuck. DO YOU eXPeCT
ME T0 DO, LETYOU USE MEZ" Lvaise one of miy hands
fowouds him, acc\denm,\\tg (ot '\nmnﬁonmm) bifth siapping
him ocross the foce.

He \Uﬂ@@S ot e, C\OLSP\H@ me b(ﬂ iy fvood™ Wit botin of
his hands, oot of ovr bodies @Z’Fﬁn@ fhrowin down onfo
fhe floor. "CALM DOWNP

"GET OFF MEL | Scream, Kicking my) leggs, tinis fime
(accxdenmj\(@, kneging nim in fhe crofcih

He vols of £ of me, clutching nis crotcih owga ond snarting
N paun, "ou fuck'\n@ pUSSU.I MARSHALLY

| olf” out the front door, leaving ol of My it and My
phone, 10 yun 1o a N2igoovr's nouse.



Chaptel 3 * Ayla

e snacihes m PV\OY\Z from me. "Are Wov f UC\(\H@
CV\ZOLTW\@ on me, (4\&?”

[ purse mu Iips, knowing | can't” denyj it and | won't, she
nas iy Phone and sees mi fexr Messages 10 My friend,
Noctadioc | vespond 10 ner wifi, " aum,” man@ 0 infenfionauy
sound Mg, NOT becawse | wanf 10 piss ner of £, ouf
becowse Ve nad it wiin her Shif, and 've been planning) on
brmk‘\n%up With her for montihs. Ve been v ng 1o
odiner Tne covrage 10 ﬁnou\(g do it proberiy, but ["guess tiis
iS M) chance 0 Stand vp 10 ey

”\/\/V\(ﬂ’?” e asks, anoer r\s‘\n@ in her \voice.

"What do Yov think, Branna?" she knows ZXMT’\({) Wi
The OHM reason ['ve oeen V\O\d\n@ bock on breaddn Up Wi
her 1S becawse of ner ZXP\OS\VZ anoer ond ey retusa 1o
OLCKHO\/\/\Z(J@Z fhat she's adousive,

"l don’'t know A(Q\OL,” She (48\\3, smowk'\n@ me on the side of
4 head, "that™s \/\/\/\({) ' OLSK\H@ Uov, Smo T assl”

This 1S Wi, ™Yo don't hawe o Siap me.”

e snatches o fistful of My hadr, "l con do Whatever
the fuck | want, Upu'rz i mij novser



"Let me 0., Pleasel” | amost scream. Her cufch fightens as
he holds m«g( head down, \aﬁ‘m@ her nnex vawe npend,
ke fruying To finink of Worse wWouAs fine punisih me. | rose
Lot 0f W Ihands, fen serape i nads across ey skin,
forcing ner 1o velease ner gip on me. She lefs ot an
EXCrVCioding) Siriek. as | ump up from wiere 'm Siffing |
moke (L beeling, or v fo moke one, Towowds anotiney
room With L door efore | fode L olow 1o mu back, douvin
neay 1y litevod sping, witin somefv\‘\ng houd, heawing) 1t fadl
0 the floor wWith not onlyy lovd thud, but the sound of
0Joss Shattering. She thew my phone.

"GET BACK. HERE, NOW!" She screaums, "AYLAL”

l qu‘\ck\tg e 1Y phone off fine floor oefore running info
fing Yoo, Siumming) and locking) the door before Brianna
coNn codch me 1o unizasih ey demon on me. But it doesn't
Work for \on@. | click. fine power buffon on fine Side of m
phone fivee fimes, lefting mu) phone begin fine e second
counfdown 1o '\mmed‘\mh{L orfing fine awinorifies as she's
W(ﬂ'\n her noudest 1o kick the door off it's hinges, cursing
and Snoufing) in fihe process.

"Hello, 999, Whhat's Uour emer@encq?" A d‘\sp(mmr ﬂnmm
picks ﬁ My coll as'| staut 1o nofice the door is madtg 10
Ve o dvz 10 Brionna’'s raging persistence.

TS bifeh 1S nong, 10 Kl me, or she wonts 10 kil me, gitiher
o isn't QOOdI "My @'\Y\f riend 1S odoout 10 £ ueking kil mel”

”OKOUQ, ML, Wihat™ 1S Uovr noune? Con Wov @\\/Z me
naume, P\ZO(SZ’?”



”A(Q\OL,” | answey Sl/\ak\\(ﬂ, ”A%\OL Coore—"

"OU BETTER NOT BE CALLING THE POLICE, YOU DUMB
BITCH" Brianna screeums, Sl K\CK\H@ herself info the door.

”Al{\\&, What2”
"Cadoreyol

"0k A(ﬂ\OL, What's @O\Y\@ on fhere? 'm PYZT’H{] Sure ljUST
neaa oL Woman SCYZOU/VY\H@ in the ka@YOVﬂd..."

Nes, that 1S My girifriend, she's P\SSZd o me and she's
@O\Y]@ 0 f UCK\H@ Il nel | need the PO\\CZ!”

" need uov 1o cadm down, A%\OL. wWhat 18 Wovr oddress,
maLoun?”

The door flies OYZH. Brionna snatrches me btﬂ(m(ﬁ hair
before | con rep 10 the wonan, f1 OYC\Y\@ me 10 firow )
PV\OH@ oLross the voom 10 k@@P her from dZSTYO(ﬂ\ﬂ it
further and hangin Up on e d'\SPOLTCV\ZY. L let™ouf on
MOH\%\H@ sereoun s she OLWVV\PTS 10 dm@ me out of the
Yoo blﬂ Y hadrl



Uhapler 1

"Are Uov 0KOUﬂ, MarShadl?” Cassandroe asks, immedioel
PU\\\H@ me Info o ﬁ@\/\’r V\U@ When she nofices the tears
V\/@\\\ﬂ@ in ) eues. "'m SOW(Q.”

LIS [ whimper. | it him frst, S0 @@Tﬂn@ My ass bead
in front of My NIgGNooUY's Was wel deserved, o least in
My mind.

"l didn’t @XPZCT Yov 10 @@T here so ey \(ﬂ, ' aoout 10 oSt
onotiner porty} Soon. 20t Lou be want, you con g 1o one
of the bedrooms UPSTOL\YS now oefore it @ZTS crowded in o
COUPM 0f hours”

"l finink 1l smug down here for o oit”
"0k She siiles sofﬂ(g, "Wihaever Uov wount 1o do.

L Wodk. Info fine dining Yoom o approacih e long dinin

foole finat Was once full of people Sitting) avround i, outd wil
be Soon, buf for now, i1'S Chadrs are empfy) &xceif for one
Chadr, Winere o woman witih long daurk har is sitting af,
looking) down ot ner pinone. L Sit nfo the chadr across tihe
folole Trom hers. The woman 1S ou foumilliowr, beautiful foce,
AV Tiis fime, | can actuady tadk 10 her. "Hi?

e f \ﬂOlJ\(? rouses ner neod 1o look. ar me, i OYVVY\H@ 0L
Weod smile With ey \\PS, ”H@(ﬂ.”



L know She dogsn't™ kinow or renmembogy e becowse she
never noficed me S\Tﬁﬂ%\MYOSS fYom her dW\H@ thad
por 1'(4 goxlier last pontin. ”A(Q\OL, Y\@V\T?”

Her eues Widen. Didn't ZXPZCT e 10 know fihat. She 100ks
OL\/\IOUQ for o second, PYObOUO\({) dec\d‘\n@ on Whetiner 1o
confirm 1 or not... "Yes,” She Y@SPOﬂdS With S\\@V\T concernin
ey \oice, "now do Wov know?"

"L WS SIFING) aLross £rom vou o nad” parfyg last monfin”
Should | fell ey wore? " noficed you didn't” readly look.
eXcifed aoovt your girifriend oeing there witih You and
vour friend.. Nocodiol”

REQIZING Tt | Was most likell) watching and lisfening) in
fna nigint, She eplies Wit "L Wasn't. habpyy with ey
e 0ifes e Iip before ner 1ips Sink. dowin Info au frown.
"BYionna? She Wos aousive 1o me.. | meon,” 9he vuos ner
foreneod, "l Wos cheading) on ner NYNOL), SO 1WA mosﬂ@
o fowlt there. She found out, and tried 10 kil me.”

Wit Noadtadio. Bt ' not nong, 0 menfion that | wadked in
on them 10 her. "ouch, 'm Sorrip, fhat™s not Y'\@V\’F”

"l deserved it | OVess | Should've JUST’ PYOP@Y\ broke Vvp With
her instead of Ch@&ﬂﬂ%\l Was O\n@ 10 do Thar Z\/@HTUOUM,
| had o P\OU/], out thad” oppene inStead.”

"ov Seem ke o V\/OUQ better person than Seon.”

"Seon? Do Uov mean cassandr’s covsin, seon?”



"es, i 1 Sigh. "He was miy boqfr'\and, he Was cheading
0N Mg, We ot info an argument”| stawfed i Linif nim
first, and he oeat me in front of MY NEIGNOOVY'S, Honesﬂ(g,
| wasn't 2ol nadpy Wil i, but L Wasn's planning on
breaking vp With hifn af ul”

"0 miy 60d, that™s auwnvful”

"\ deserved 1 offirmn. We look. o eocih ofihey in the oues
for o Spiif second before joging the smadl aonvkinaudngss
Ut

'S Upur." She poinfs af” me, *aue Yov Maurshall Kinzey 2"
"es, fhad me." 1 grin

| fuct«'\n@ knew i, on my God” e chuckles. "Nov're aou?”
"M bisexval, | —" | pawse, hoping) She doesn't fake Wit
'm ooout 10 Sou) fihe wirong) Wow, "Sometining Was teling
e 10 Talk 10 1gu While YU Were Sifing across from mé
during tinat padrfy, and [ didn't want o disrupt vpur frio,
0 | didn't Sau an@ﬂmn@. And now tihod Upu'e here, ond
We'e adone for now, not 0Ny e Yoy Aoreovs, vt you
seem fike o Sweet person to'me..”

"Are Uou aoout 10 aske me out, or.2" Ing Smirks.

'S e answer Yes?”

"ov Seem kg o Sweef @U(ﬁ,” She smiles, "sure.”



