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Uhapley | * Leigha

"Ah, ﬁnouug, My bawj check,” | smile ot he increased
numbeys on mi pane’s screen. My work. s fr‘mouhp pawjing
off, ond My oest friend and his bond are find coming)
back. home for oL concert. ' done wWith the finadies.

He, v deay est friend Jace, PYOW\\SM 10 Slide in fime 10
come See e his fime. He covldn't do 1 last fime becausse
el were in a yush due 1o b@\ﬂ@ dMS behind their
scheduvle. He has been send‘\n@ M2 Money) everyy monti 1o
V\Z\P me P&;é\ for au COUP\Z of medicad expenses OU@V\. BUf
fhat™s not the honey) IJUST recewved. He's OUYZM(Q sent” some
of Wis ZOLYH\H@S eoulier this month, So I'm @00(1

While he's our dO\ﬂ@ concerts aound the world twice o

2oy and mak‘\n@ music, 'm forced 10 oe o V\OW\ZbOd(ﬂ.
Kind of . | attend CO\\Z@Z oning, and | Work, JUST not exoct
o Normad jOb. ' (L SEX Worker, out not becowse | want 1o
be. | was nvolved in o oad tyaffic accident some Uears
0. it Permanenﬂ%ama@ad M SCladic nerves ond
cowsed o Slew of otner neadtin pro lems. Nowv, ' unadole 10
stond, Wodk, and run as \OY\@ ond nmuch as | vsed 10, and |
oUMOST s need ) 0Xugen ok Nof ZXOLCTM the
funniest life o live offer sometinin TY&@\C ond adnnost
fotod, bt [ vest ) cose becou)se there's not much 2ise |
con do adoout it

L/\({\ pou onts poA for YW? colleae tuition, | knew \Zfﬁﬂ@ fhem
po for "y medicad il on exXpenses Would've been \/\/0(14



f00 much stess for finem fo handi, so Jace sforfed
aving me money) and | sfarted doing) sex work. If"s been
pogng ot wel so fo.

we've aread P\()Uﬂﬂdd on dO\ﬂ@ o few TV\\YI@S TO@ZTV\ZY
affer the concert, and one s @W\@ 10 the grocery) sfore.

"Hi, LZ\@V\(L !

"Hi, Jace. He PU\\S me Info an embroce. | know he loves
me, out | can't V\Z\P but™ el like anotiher heay Y svircase of
burden on nim. Not™ becawse | need a ot of \/\Z\P now ond
ne POSS'\b\(ﬂ feels PYZSSUY@(‘J 10 V\Z\P me Whenever | need it,
but becowse of his mentad state since the Winole ordead.

'm cerfoin thaot everu fime e sees me, he thinks of thod”
occident, becowse it V\OLPPZﬂZd With his first, previous coxr
he owned. He's never dWCﬂ(ﬂ Sodd S0, but | know 1S wihat
P\MS N NS subconsciovs.

L Know What” ypure thinking, ne wosn't dr‘\vm@,  Wos ond
e Wosn't With me. 'm glod e wosn't. tF was oefore o
party, [ was @0‘% f0 et some adconol, and | oaely
renmembey Wina app@ned ofter | left ovr neignoovrinood's
\/‘\c‘\n‘mﬂ. even finough e wosn't involved in it and St jusf
nappens, ne sfil wi %\«4 fokes the bloune af ey adl this
fime. [ makes fing wWidie thing Worse becowse everupne
Who believes the vumovr thad™ went acound aloout it
passivel) resent nim for "Crpping is best friend”. ('S Jusf



NAUL and We 1YY 1o sfow) out o everyoody eise’s
perspective of it 1t"Seems like trujing fo debunk tine rumour
ond clear Jace's noune has matde shit even wWorse for us;
for Wi in paurticuiow

T0 IS doug, We have no ideac Wino went axound ’FZ\\'\Y\@
Z\/@Y(ﬂbOd that e cowsed it, ouf P@OP\@ immediatel
ossumed Twas covering for him when | Sedd he wWosn't in
e cor wWith me tihat ﬂ'\@lf\’[ "HOW oue Wov dO\H@’?”

"M Ok, He smiles o e sofﬂ‘g, "ind of oumad(g fied
from fouring, but nofining seriovs’

"That™s QOOd.” | bite v \\P. 'm @\M ({)OU’YZ heve. | missed
Wov S0 much, Jace.”

He S\@V\S, "l issed Wov 100, L@\@V\(L”



ﬂﬁapm 2 Jace

Al ees aue on us for o second oS 'm Wheeling Leigha in
ﬂ/\rouqv\ the doors of tine oyocery, store.

Things weren't OLJ\/\/OU{]S likg 1inis, We botih Wish we covld o0
bock in fime 1o PY@VZY\T What V\OLPPZMd

Thewyd ke 1o fhink. fihat | never nofice fineir judgementod
Stoues, out | ouwougs do, ond it kind of hwrfs. o ol vsed
f0 Smile. BUT | guess 'm a good, as long) as Leighaw doesn't
Sfourt 10 SWifch up and hate me.

ne, and o select few ofiner Peop\e, know the fruth, <o |
dovot fhad'd happen. while we've here, and Leigha is
asking me 10 get some things on high shelves here and
finere and we're fodking, She quickly) poinfs 1o a auu) Wow
oanead in on eisle — wa(mn o black C()U(d\ o, short

linum blonde nadr, ond oot of piercings \n his eaurs.
st thad coltren?”

L/\(ﬂ covsin, Coifvren, Wino P\MS e drums in our band. "That
IS Cottven. Good eues. ’

"Coitrent” she cadls out, modding im furn around in our
direction and sile. He APPYOOLNes Vs, fist bUW\PS me, tihen
croucnes down 1o L@\@V\OL’S V\Z\@V\T 10 fod 10 her. And as
he's fadking 1o ey, | nofice nis 2ues Move fYom ey 1o
Stowr W\@ behind we. | immediateliq start 1o feel someone's
eues bUYﬂ\ﬂ@ info v bock, and not in a nice \/\/&(ﬂ.



"D0 (g'oul know him?” He asks oefore | turn My head 10
find nobodtg n pourfievia, sm'\n@ o me from behnind.

"KNow Who?" We both ask hin

"Tnere Wos . o Sty ‘\n@, lie deatin @\OLY \ﬂ@, ar Wov.
Joce.”

"What?" LZ\@V\OL oSkS, "What did e ook lie?”

"l con onl @\\/Z 9 @ZMY'\C d@SOY\PﬁOﬂ, brown hadr, brown
eues, has o slit in one of his Z%ZDYO\/\/S. ('S PYObOLb\(ﬂ
ﬂOﬂ’\'\n@ ()U/\(ﬂ\/\/alﬁ Hoter

L lef out au nervous chuckle, "Howen't ron info oy of 1hose
(QZT.”

Neon,” He stonds up, " have 10 @Z’F out of heve 1o o see
"y POLYZHT'S real O(U'\Ck, L Wos P\CK\H@ vp SOW\@TV\\H@ o
fhem. 0. bqe LZ\@V\OL.”

”%({]Z, Cottven

"And Ul See yov later on the Tour ous, K@ﬂﬂ@d(ﬂ.” JOK\H@\ ,

he l‘\@v\ﬂ NUIS My foreneod With s paum before
mak\n@ IS Xt out Ot the auske.

eeeee



"Hi, LZ\@V\OU” V\(ﬂ Mom @Y\HS. " haven't seen Uov n o COUP\@
of Ueor S

"Hi, MYS. Kéﬂﬂdd(ﬂ.” L@\@V\OL spiles.

The lasf fime sie seen Leigha, she Was in phusicad
fiherapu, Finishing relearning now 1o wodk. Wit one of ey
CoNOrKers. | hadz bring vp and fadking) aoovt tinis svoject,
but Linaven't been alolz 10 lef it go since it happened
somefimes, | find myself Wishing | was driving) and took
the fodl instead of ner. | drove My, dad's cow 0 the
nospifd 10 0 See Leigha tine next morning, immediately)
noficing muj cox Was oasicody o crumpled ol of Sci
mefad Set on the Side of the Yood, combletell) Tofalied, winen
| drove past fine sife of fine accident, ouf | didn't give o
fuck. I covldve furned our wouy worse for ner and resutfed
N her duying, oy the looks of e winole fiing, e ofiher
driver indd minor injuries, Somenow, o tiney) were adole 1o
Wodke of £ scot-free.

| yennenbey that nignt, iy mom codlingg me 10 aske if |
WO 0kow) 0ecowse She Tnauant e sainv Leigha bleeding
OVt N u Stvgtcher While being) Yushed 10 fihe emergenc
room, like it was fucking lost nigt | fold hey | wos 0\4&;),
ond ofter novrs of W Ny and wondering wien she Wos

oing 1o come back, mom colled me oack 1o T2l me that
it definifelyy Was ner oeing) brovgint in and she gof info an
occident.

| CUrventiy own anotiher cay, ouf | con't YZP\M@ U RASE
friend, houd deotin been the cose. But she's dounneor
P(M&P\Z@\C ond on asthmadic now, and it devastates me.



Ghapie 3 L

when | %nda MU hands underneatin his shirt 1o yause it
ovey nis head, the neoun appading S\@\/\T of o haury
pownch fouwnts me. | m& 0 keep (L Saugnt expression.
"Joce, Yovve oeen drinking agein?” | Sigh

Neodn," He frowns, \owar‘\n@ his eues

TS 1S the third fime, | think. And nes, the accident made
him staurt, unfortunatel), e st ime he showed vp Wih
one, ne qUickly gor in Shape afferwouds, and refused o
drink. even o Singje drop of alcoinol for o Winile. He Wats
sueeesstul for oL while, out | ovess for o imitzd ouvount” of
fine.

He USUOU\({) fold me it was JVS’F him not™ being abole 1o
2Xercise during his tours and he's 0\40(14, out ['ve OLJ\/\/MS
SUSP@CTZ(J i Was SOVV\ZTV\\H@ other thaun thodt” SOVV\ZTV\'\Y]@
bOTV\@Y\ﬂ@ him. "when Was Wovr st drink.?”

"Before | come here.”

[ pUlhim Info au fighnt™ embrace. | can't saug fhad ve never
noficed oL Shiaht™ chonae in his behnav/iovy, but | never knew
i WO TIS bad, "HOW” can | nelp you Wit Tis?” | purmur. |
20l don't know nowy, et or ne won't 12l me inow
DLCOSE e doesn't wouir e 10 gt involved in nis ourdens.
While Ve aready processed and accepted tne entire ordeal
he's here four uears loctey, il sumr\n@.



"DONT” He ansinver's, pulling ootk 10 1ok ot me, "t'm
oumadtg @eﬁm@ nelp for it

"Are Wov g7
"es" He 1oks OLV\/O% nis voice SOUHd\ﬂ@ down.

”OKO%” l V\OPZ 0. | understand the OVQYV\/V\Q\VV\\Y]@ @U\\T he
feels oot i, but IS unnecessa 7! %\/\'\WUST V\OLPPZHS. And |
Wish e would ZOLSM (MC@EF thad he colldn't have POSS\bllﬂ
done aﬂ(ﬂﬂ/\'\ﬂ@ 10 PYZ\/ZHT T MOTV\'\H@ Was his fowtr.

30, aside from this YZOCCUW\H@ TOP\C, We have onotiner Pl()U/\
in mind. | POK@ nis PYOTY ud'\n@ @U’F o COUP\Z of fimes 10 fease
him, W\OU\(\H@ him let out an- odoradole @'\@@\Z.

| Sfourf 10 fasfe fihe vemadning oif of adcanol in is breadh
0S We begin kissing, him clufeining me oy inner” tigis,
drouning me in closer 1o im. My hands vefurn o fheir
original place, underneatin nis siirt, as e grodvadiy moves
IS IpS down 10 the Side of my neck. | bite my ip before
\aﬁmq out™ o bauely) audiole, airy moan as ' grinding
Tva(gse £, ) Sooding) Wef™ paunfies, against nis vpper

o

He 0es for ) \\PS OL@OL'\H, ond We make vt using our
TOH@U@S for o @00d few minutes vnfit we Y@Od\(ﬂ dec\de 10
@ZT 10 the oction,

He qu'\ckhg i TS s shirt over s head oefore | undo tine
button and the ﬂ(g of his pants, fentiy) puling back s
underweow 1o veveod the now firm shadt of his oumadtg



TV\YObb\H@ erection. | can 12l e hasn't had sex in o while. |
wondey T this 1S Sfil s nost sensifive auea... 1et’s see.

| cuff My hond avound nim ?Zﬂﬂ(ﬂ, aving him long, Soft
Srokes oS |let wy movtin and finroat” do most of the work
| fokee nofice of WS pode foce beainning 10 flush as he's
WAChing me, 12tting ot o Coupie of moans as he's
breafning) ey, When LIift mu nead o foke au oreadn,
styzouns 0f semén comes Vshing out of hinn, onto m

foce. "Donmit, Jace.” | chuckle, W\p\%w semen from
My foce wWith m«g} ofiner nand. Well, what 2ise con |
expect winen 'm blowing im

"' SOrY" He &PO\O@'\ZZS, "l kind of 1 OYQOT o hate fhat
¢eeve

"We'l be bock vefore the end of the montih” | hear Jace
Sow) before | 2ol nim kiss My foreneod.
"HMm,” | moan groagiv, "okaw).. bije, Joce.”

”%(4@, LZ\@V\OL.”



Uhapler 1

L voll over 10 P\Ck Up mij Y\ﬂ@\ﬂ@ PV\OM, V\OP\H@ s Joce
COU\'\HQ\, ne Wos SUPPOSM 10 OLJYZM(Q be heve an novr 0.
BUt the noune on e TOP of the screen oS Cottyen,
instead. "Hello?”

”L@\@V\OU” He \MM@d\&’F@\({) YZSPOﬂdS, his voice SOUH(X\H@
PM\CKM.

))\{QM\?))

”LZ\@\/\OL, Whatever (QOU’K/Z dO\ﬂ@, do not paunic ond do nof
open vovr fYont™ door’” He wourns, "if it Y'\ﬂ@S, or hell, there's
gven o knock, it is nof Jace!”

"What do Wov mean, Cottren?”

"Kennetin gor s, somebodtg Shot him in the Shovlder on
our Tour us, and he sadd fihey've going oftor Uov and
JOLe next. Jace is nor answering nis fuck'\n@ phone,

lease codl Wi 10 see i el answer Upv becose | con't
reach him 1o el him”

" Think. he's cading, me now.” | remove M) NoVY Viorating
phone from oside My eax 10 look. o the noune of the
ofihner cadler on nold, dand s Jace. s him.”

"Tel Wim 10 be careful and Watth ovt, pleaser



l OLU'\CKM Switeh over 1o Jace, O(U'\CK\(Q TOUK'\Y\@ nofice of Wis
ldoovred bYZ&TV\\ﬂ@. "Jocel Are Wov 0 0(14’?’.7”

"N, ' not.” He answers, "some asshole von me off e
fuck'\n@ Yood ond My cou ﬂ‘\PPed info the ditchl 'm not
thad™ four from Uov, [ Think | con mode it 10 Upv In hodf an
hour i 1 don't colpse from lood 10ss”

"AYC YU runmng Wil bleeding ovt?! Jace, no, ae you
fucking serious?l” | exclum, " come %&T Your Wt |
hear Wit Colfren st woawned me aloout, mi dooroell
ringing, and | knowit’s not- Jace doing - "Did you see tine
VEAICIE finat Yo vov off2"

"[°S not thadt™ baud, 'm OKOU{) | didn't” see OLH({)TV\'\H@, L@\@V\OL."

"GN | @@T up from My bed, then wodke 1o the window
OLY0sS the Yoom, but | don't Turn on oy \'\Qrfs (purposzltg 10
keep Winoever the sfrange berson is from nowing 'm
EVeN QUNOKe o TiS poin ), 'Joce, now forr aue Uov now=" |
(sk, peeping) Ut ot my drivewou, thvovan the olinds, not
SeING) 0NV CAY OF O] person 0 there. They MUSTVe left.

.. I'm meﬂg W2 ' ou few minutes (oA 'l be there
soon.”

”OKM,” L answer, "l love Wov-*
"l love o 100"
| 90 back 10 Sit dowin on mi bed, Wedting for au ring or

knock. After donan neay 10 minutes, | oer v 10 o0
downstaurs, \/\ZOLY'\H@ SGYZOU/WW\@ or M@U\ﬂ@ Yo



someninere utside tihe closer | gef 1o e end of tine
sfarcase. | furn fowewds my £Yont door, i°S coming from
out there. The screauming) AeTs lovder as | wolk. closer 10 the
front door, 10 Where | sfot 10 e thadt it”s not st one

erson, s proboaoly) Two people going af each otiner’s

(00, | gfodo onfo tine handie, and as Soon as | Swing fing

door oben, v couple of doun near deadening *POPS* g
off, cousing) e Togfrk My hand ounau fom the handie
ond fadl back into Tfine floor.

%mnd'\n@ neaw mi porch With @ b\oodtg foce, c\vrcv\‘\n@
Wihat ' pretty) Suve 1S au pistol in inis one of s hands, is
My oest friend, looking) down o™ . now unconsciovs bodtg
loidl out on the 0SS, *Jace?”

He '\mmed‘\oum\&%\s%fs out of looking) down o™ this ood
ond Yedses his nead, \efﬁn@ the aun fodl from his han
before darﬂn@ 0 me, qu'\ckltg pu\hn@ me into o ﬁ@\mf
embrace, "Leona, h.”

"What did Yo J‘usf do?”

" j‘usf protected ypv.’

"EYom Who?" | ask.

"Remember Thod™ one auu that did not ke me in high
SChool, and made Suve 10 showy Z\/ZY(ﬂbOd(ﬂ he hated me?”

"WAS his naung Jusiin? | fiink s0..”

"Nes," He YZSPOHO\S, "ot asshole. He sfaurfed tihad rumouy
We'e been @Z’Fﬁﬂ@ fhveats since eaxlier this monti, didn't



fhink antgmn@ of them. He ond NS friends Just fried 1o kil
ol three of us, then op oftor ypv.”

30, that”s Winy Cottren fold me not to freak ovt, and
Seemed 10 be holding back. "t kinew Cotfven wasn't telin
me SOVV\ZTV\\H@. He Wourned we before Wov codled. Thod 1SS0
fucked up." ur Cconveysedion 1S sudden\(g \ﬂTZYYUPTZd b(ﬂ
distant sirens COM\H@ closey.

"Did o codl fhe.”
"No. One of Y ﬂ@\@V\bOUYS st ve.

He clutcihes onfo oot of My hands oefore kissing) me on
My forenead, "You sfoug here, please. Ml todk 10 The of ficers,

Ok

”OKM.” He lefs o0, ond | Wareh nim turn aound, then
Wk tihrougin tine front™ door ke in Wis mind, e knows he
dl)@ himself info o fvench, but e doesn't coue.



