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hapley ]

"EVA VEOA, CIPER NUMBER 430, PLEASE SUMMON TO
NICUX TO RECEIVE YOUR £XECUTION AS SOON AS POSSI-
BLE! Words | never wanted 1o neay iy estranged fo-
finer Sowj overnead only 1o profect s own ife and leave
behind o Wife and a shaftered dawginter, for a i ov-
reaucrodic posifion. My fotiner disowned me, and the dicto-
for has me lisfed as most wanted n every ving) of Tokup
Narifon Luckily, Hunfer was aole 10 Smugple me out 1o the
MOST outer ¥ing) in fing mountans, So | could have a depend-
(Wole place 10 Staw) nidden cuna) From inner-ring Security,
"Please find me soon, Hunfer ™ 'm stuck hiding beneadhn a
CIEF Yim of o vood onlyy milifaryy APC Trucks can frovel on
from and 10 fhe main base. one or Two passes 1o run
dowin 10 Nourifae every) minufe, and if an ¢iife spies me, | wil
be the dictotor's example of fihe evenfual fate of adl of
M people. ' vsed 10 al fing blood nowv. | accidenta) blevy
(L 0)pINg) ol nfo Tine body of Dictator Victor's aristocrad,
and mu keeper, von Androde. | hase 1o sfou in iniding) He
didn't Jusf foke i of i Yage out on e, but e ofiner
prisoners 1oo.

MY TUruoise hadr and wodercolored sieeve fodtoos do not
blend in with fine endiess fading) snow’ vp here, neitner does



Orongie prison Sweatpants and o olack T-Shirt. The orange
akes miy posifion oovious. In befween o pawse of oncom-
ng frucks, | finadly proceed 1o folow fine mounfain pactiy
further into the ever winfer nountedns. | would hove
dropped dead on fine £irst night” from fhe lack. of oxygen
and frigidness if it weren't for crysfos being mu energ
Source.

"ol Honter colls after e,

l O(U\Ck\(ﬂ furn around. | covld ask hin 10 take me 10
Rinolanda, out | don't want™ her 1o @Z’F dYOL@@Zd info My
frovble, and let the dictator discover that She 1S adive and
in \/\'\d\ﬂ@. Ine Was his aristocrod \OH@ before o, then
foked ner deatn ond CV\W\@ZC\ her noune o few Uears
before the S@@YZ@OLTTOH IS Were sef. Becowse sne knew
Victor was @0\“@ 10 dvide the C\TRZW({). She VVT\@V\T Y-
member how 10 @ZT info the cenfey Y\ﬂ@. He @Y&bS "y
hand and @U\(MS me in the OPPOS\TZ direction of fhe POLTV\. |
con't o0 bock! There's sfil ineay Y SZGUY'\M in fhe Y'\H@Sl | Sl
heay them, even from up herel" He doesn't answer me the
Whole \/\/0% down tihe pountaun 1o his car, \\@V\Tﬂ\ﬂ@ blve
converfiole VV\USTOUﬂ@.

g bYOU@V\T clotines for Wov 10 CV\OLY\@@ into, and | bYOU@V\T
Wovr CMSTOG cnokers. OV\M@@ H(U\Ck\(ﬂ, the next Hﬂ@ IS not



for from here. 1l d(ﬂ@ Wovr hadr Wihen we @@1’ 10 Y
room.”

"es, S | sneex. He Yolis Wis eues. A hooded Sweatshirt,
blve comovfiage couro banfs, and converse adl st
Sneakers. e first oovious clofining) | Strip of £ is the prison
Oronge Sweats and 1oss finem Ut of fihe windowy. | Slip on
fine Seadshirt” over mi) head, and | feel a nint of wourm-
NSS, Wowmness | haven't fett in year's. Like miy mofiner's
hvgs. And now' sne's gone ‘oecouse ) fatner furned ner
in for nof” pajing) adtention 1o my hand occupation oefore it
WO 100 1oz, and oecowse ne discovered she's oumbidex-
fYous. He blamed ey for my outcome. The oounda ¥y Wods
of every) ving lluminaes adert red. Their vsvad color 1S Virid-
o blue. | vecently wurdered the second nighest berson in
soclefy's ourequcracy, fine dictador is aoing) To mount my
neaud for everyone 1o Seel | don't know wWinat master plon
HUNTer 1nas vp is sleeve, ot | knowy one person Wino covld
odd Us. Rholandod

AS | folovy Hunfer fiarougin WS apaurtment” complex, | feel
ke the most infoumous fugiive in tine world. Becowse | aum
Soldier's visking fineir second gjance ot me, fodking in wino |
oum, Ut fhey) know nof 1o nofify fine autnorifies directivy 'm
not hurfing anvone. | nevey asked for finis ife. B | know
being) persecuted for an nvidid 12ason and naving) eveyry-



ﬂ/\'\n@ @@T fodken (NOWA from Vv for i —becowse of o
head's belief — 18 somefining worti ﬁ@v\ﬂn@ 0a00Nst.

"0, fihaunke God. Jaxon Sfil 1St back.” He Sigins.

There's o chadr in i voom in Front of nis ‘oed wefing) 1o
be Sotin vy me. FIrst, | foke on fhe appearance of s
room, The Wols panted . cerviean olve, fidiy made bed,
ond sneakers and combod boots scattered oound on tine
coxpet. " fnink | maw) need o padr of your comboat” boors.”

"\ Uov ae ool 1o fit fihem properkg. | con't even it them
prop@r\@, | hawe 1o TYiple knof My lces o ﬂ/\eq won't ﬂ(g
off of my feef?

" W(ﬂ fhem Winen (QOU’YZ done.”

L lean back info the chadr as he Storts 10 run nis hands
TV\YOV@V\ "y TUYULUO\S@ locks. | haven't felf codnness in hears
gither, unfil nowv.

He 1aps mu) Shovlder odter an nor, "60 Wash your hadr?
Hunfer’s yoommate Jaxon vnexpectediyy comes back. wiie
' in fing Shower, and owomedicadyy assumes if"s Hunfer in
fihe Shower'. | gusin over tine fresh Sivery blue fangjes in
fine mirvor; accepting) finod it 1S aso a feaser for fine



dwd\(ﬂ mission 10 the cenfey Y\ﬂ@. TV\@% OYM know thod )
hadr used 10 e TUYO(UO\SZ ond | Was \/\/ZOLY'\H@ oranae PY\SOY\
S\/\/Z()LTPOUATS ond a vlack T-shirf. The OHM PYOVV\\MHT’ feo-
ture of me thod isn't T’@VVNPOYOLY(Q 1S v Slgeve tattoos. |
don’'t YZ@YZT @Z’Fﬁﬂ@ fhem. TV\Z%’YZ coveyoole OUﬂ(ﬁ\/\/OUﬂ
"Hunter, there's o @\Y\ herel” Jaxon oblurts out Wihen ne sees
me @X\ﬁﬂ@ e oatinroom.

"Lknow." He Snauis. "she's my friend.”

'S She: Supposed 10 b2 In NICUX Fight™ now?”

He kinows Wino | oum, even Without My har hasving 0 be
furquoise. Am | fhad™ oovious? We've never crossed poing
before. | vol My eues.

"es, out She's not urting anviong now. Wy turn ner in?”
"I killed the dictodor’s aristocrod”

"0l Ihe didn't mean tor'

"And killed 5% prisoners ond 1% burgowcrods in Nicux fovr

Ueors MO!”

"That Was an accident Tool You're brainwoshed b(ﬂ Victor,
Joxon."



"' ot | knowy My focts.?

| pick. up fine Stawk. defense in Hunter's tone, for me. | sense
nourmful energ escadoing inside of me. "JAXON," | sudden-
) Flowre, Wit neon blug enevay waw/es Coling mu axms, "60
AWAYP

He presses nis \\PS info o havd ling and SAUS n()ﬂ’\'\ﬂ@.
"JUSH PYZTZHO\ lie Wov don't” see me.”

| detangjed muy wet, fangjed nadr Wit como, then fried
0N L few paur's of Hunfer's comboat™ boof's. They) were ol
black, and fiffed comfortolol, When fine laces were fied
rigt. Shirfless Hunfer. [ wonder if e will accept me now
ofter | turned him down wWinen ne asked me ovt on ovy
seventeentin irfindai | Sfil feel guiy) aoovt Tf, becowse ne
didn't” g\ve up on me. Todawj, | owe nim m Iife, becowse
ne's nelping) me escape deatinl or.. My smile Sy 1o a
finougint. | sfand vp and STourt 10 pul muj Sweassiirt over
My head

"NV WAL 0ue Wov dO\ﬂ@?" He osks.

| Twist aound 10 exXpose M boed oreasfs. He \W\VV\Zd\OLTZM
fushes. "Don't @\V@ me thod dO@—Z(ﬂZd look., Sweefie.” | @\@—



oe. fhen e s\ov\A(g WIApS is arms around MY IpS, "Well,
Wihat™ aue U wa‘\ﬂn@ for? Help e undress..”



Uhaplet 2

Rholandaw 1S 1wy second mofner, wino knew' my biologicod
mother before the Nacissist of o dictator inlherited povver
ofter Wis father wos shot in the head ond found deod n
IS bureaw. O 1 was Told by her fihat e was found dead
Wit au bullet hole in fine left femple of his nead. Nolan Vic-
for-ll wonted 10 avenge the assassinadion of s fainer
Wil IS T0p Secref af fine fime: e Seayegadion of hands
lounvs. The assassinador of Nolan Victor=I wWos his ex-wife,
left-handed ond deas. She was ovested and executed
Without o Triad oc nonta latey.

V" Riholonda nevowed ey aues. Sl noficeadole. "How
e vy even neve? | TV\OU@WF TV\Z(G executed Wov OLJYZM({].”

"No. Howv do Wov know ooouT 1T7 Nov're in h‘\d‘\n@l” | cofth
ey smie.

”L/\(ﬂ dOW@V\TZY likes 1o kZZP an eve on IQ’OU\ frovolenmodeers.”

"oV have o daU@V\T(ZY? !



"es, Chneuenne severns. he's posifioned in Macustida, tine
base unm'\r\(g pourt of eost Nourita, becowse Nolan-lll is o
Selfish son of oL bitcih.”

"L feal you, Rno™ 1 voll my eues. Riholanda. bodousat Hunfer
and | when we were babies while her dawginter was in
School, Since she knew our motiner's. Tnew) needed o
badoySirter Wi they were o work during fhe dow, She
didn’t fhink. we wexe sfil as close. | did nof” foref aboout last
night.

"How did Wov @ZT ovVer neve (M\l{)\/\/&lﬁ?” I asks.

l @Y\ﬂ, "Hunter 1S V\Z\P\n@ mel' | need ner advice 10 V\Z\P me
Youte nto the center Y\H@ Without @ﬁﬂn@ SUSP@CTM. | il
Seem PY@T’M 0oVioUS. FIrst, HUNter's voonimate Jaxon, now
Rinolanda, noficed me even Witihout TUYO(UO\SZ hadr and v
entire armns aue covered. Her dOW@V\T’ZY CV\Z(QZHHZ threod-
ened ) entire existence With oL look. even TV\OU@V\ | oum
b\Oﬂ\COdM STYOH@ZY fhan e, | sfill f2el Tike she would be
oole 10 kil me with JUST one sucker PUHCV\. e fokes on
the features of her motiher n ner eax \(4 thirfies; tea oreen
eues ond V\Oﬂ@lﬂ blonde hadr. The last fime Ve seen her in
person Was forever 0. he was \/\/OY\(\Y\@ in Riholnda's
dvine cand(g SV\OP, ond | Was ooout 10 @ZT’ ) novel P\ZYC—
\ﬂ@ done b(ﬂ Rinolanda. | Was ZXPZCTW\@ her 10 OUYZM(Q



know that i’ me Winen she arvived oack. nome from
Tm‘\mn@. A german merd followed ofter ney.

"Ml lef Wov vse mu old vniform. | don't weay it anymore, but
l k@ZP It nidden OL\/\/M, JUST in case.”

n cose of Whot?”

"l wouldn't foke e pos‘\ﬂon back. for Nolan, out for s son
Noan, Jusr n cose yo @@T o Kl thodt assiholel 1S not Too
otz for me 10 tade the 0o bock.”

" don't kinowv, Riho," Now that | aﬁc‘\denmug put” v dowin,
My fotner 1S mm fing aristocradic posifion. "M fother 1S
mk\n@ finat™ posifion now. He disowined me.”

"' not SUYPY\SZC\,” e Snarks, "our fatner is a VZM un-
@Y()me Ul man. He Was emboarvassed 10 have Uov. He Waunt-
2d o son, and insisted on SZCYZTM &bOYﬁﬂ@ Wov Without Uovr
mother’s P@YWY\SS\OH, When ne found out Wov were o @W\ in
Wovr mother’s womb.” ['ve OLJ\/\/MS TV\OU@V\T he treated
Hunfer better than me, but mom loved vs M(UO(JM. Now' he
dZSP\SZS e even more becawse | oecame o frovbolenoder



ofter he turned me in 1o the dictator Wien | wos o kid.
My fevd Wit e dictador staurfed odfer | was blinded
Wit bio-Sunthefic gasoing, fien ne prefended ke e had
notiing 10 do Wil - She expladned nowe everyfining | went
fiarougin n juveniie insfitution was sef vp o) miy fatiner 1o
kil me, and tine dictator accepted every vequest. They
didn't st naurm e, ey frowmadized ofiner inmades as
Well somefimes | wishe Hunfer would hawe st kiled me fike
e was forced 10 in e sugarcoodted wission tine dictator
Set up himself 10 hawve me kiled

Ine honded me ey old burzowcyadic uniform, "Pleose, toke
fInIS, and ) pass cad! PUT your hadr in & presentodole
SfUje. make no eve confact witih anone n fine chanceliery,
and kil Thad™ son of . bifth and oy fatinerl 1S Hunfey sl
hee?”

"N0. He went 10 TYOL\H\H@. He said e Wos @W]@ 0 come
bock 10 @@T me ey

'S 0\40(14! Ul @21’ Chheyenne, ond | Wil T2l Hunfer fo help o
With this. I’S au deadhg mission for o, eva”

She smilles weaddy) winen | nod., "0kl Thanke Yo, RinoP

e cods for ner dOW@WFZY, fhen we @Z’F info her fruck
With ey combad caning, thad™ | learn the noumne 1S %TY(QKZY.



Al of fine borders of tihe rings ave sfil alert ved in east

N oL 1 Fougnt vou Were SUppos—" Cheujenne oreaks our
haowy) Slence, and | infervupt ey Wifin & ourning gjae. 've
neowd i o million fimes aureaduy, " know. tm Supposed 10 b
In Niex. | escaped.”

'©eez, 'm SOrvu), v | know Wov axe disturoed odoovt Uovr
fother Y'\@V\T Now. Your mother 1S sfill adive, Wov Know. she
needs Wov. evo”

"What do Uou meon? My dod Turned her n, she shovldn't
be adive now”

"IVe been 10 is chancelery) a while o, oand fine fnings
the dictodor does 10 her .. Yo Wwouldn't waunt 1o find out for
Lgoursehﬁ and uour fothey does not cove.”

| StYoke e S@PV\\YZ CYlﬂSTOLJ Shoud P@ndOUI\T on muj vope
choker. "Wihad™ does e do 1o her?”

”%%\C&Jl(ﬂ Torture. | saun ner wWith fresih brvises on her
foce and her aurms. 'm SUYPY\SZd She's even stil adive.

The stuff she told me made me even more anoyer ot My
fother, and urged me 1o plan s and the dictafor's fodte
10 e even wore pounfu\.



' See Wov \/\/ZOLY'\H@ WO chhokers Wit CY%S’FOL\S on fhem ol
fne fime.”

"l need them. TV\Z(@'YZ ) enerov sovree.”

[ veminded Cneuygnne 1o drop me of f af fhe apaurfiment
COMplex: Hunfey ives in; in fine Carleone ving | sfep info fine
COMplex Witih Rholanda's aristocrat uniform and pass caxd
N hands. A pack. of inner—ng SeCurity officers aue sur-
veving tine man fouer. ey turn fneir neads o look. ar
me. They ave nofining fike tine vsual security) in fine rings.
They awe more elife and powerful They, will be around more
as 'm yvnning) and iding, unfil | aum capfured and success-
fully executed. A blonde-hared of ficer witih brownish gold
aues and a stuobled face codmly) sfrides fonards me. |
foke o ooy Steb back. Towauds fine door, in case hel
brzoks oose.

He cleous WS Tihroa, then SPZ&J(S, "Ma'oum, ljUST need 1o
scan ovy covd. That™s "



[ hand him fine caxd With iy rigint hand. He gers ot o
sconning) aun £rom WS ack. pockef, finen guickly) scans
fine Siver ing on the oack of i | expected fine gun 1o reject
fine cod, ouf it didnt. | never got my own coxd becouse
0f MW Yecord. None of fine captured prisoners get o cavd 1o
0t Info places ouound Nawrifa. Victor made things impossi-
ble for anyone Withovt fine priviieges of a right-handed,
cowded person. Vost of ficers aue fradned 1o fell by which
hand we move First. 'm not as oovious as | fnougnt. He
hands me oack. fine coxd and 1efs e pass beyond fine
fouer. I feels vealy apod 10 finady be o normad vigint-
handed cifizen of Tokujo Nourita, femboraurily, Hunter's
ro0Mmate does't saw o word o me wien he opens fing
door for me, ke ne Was expecting me o come. | Vst need
0 foke the padr of Hunfer's combad™ boofs that | approved
of, oand wodt for him 1o arvive.



hapley 5

"Perfect” I sfourfed 10 voun Wil Hunfer was driving me 1o
fine center ving, My Sight ennances drasficadyy in vainy
Weatner. L Turn my head, "Hunfer* | haven't been aole 1o
322 nim cleany) Since | was blinded. | con oniyy see Snadows
0N SUNNY dags, on clovdyy douss, i Signt” eninances o oif 1o
Wihere | con See Wisps. ™ou're beowriful”

"0 002 Uov. v His smiles.

'l con See Wov SWY\\\H@.”

"Whot?”

He £ ‘\@umd L WALS \/'\SUOL\M \YV\POIJYZd dUY'\ﬂ@ o Schedvied doug
With me. | was STYU@@\\H@ 0 caten o bad e wos TOSS\H@
0 me. L/\(ﬁ Weol senses —at fhe fime— couldn't ackinowl-
Zd@@ TV\\H@S V\&PP@H\H@ around me. 'l con See Wov. O\@OLYM." l
haven't seen nis smilg in Ueavs.

"IV ey i speadk, "t love v

The last fime 1\ve ever ineavd "L ove upu” Was from ofiner
before | was faken awwow for aood. And he merel) remind-



ed e of now’ nuch | miss her. Wih Just au bureawcradic
uniform and @ privieged pass caxd, | wil e aole 10 See
her aun, and possioly) overtnrowe tihe dictator. | smille
neourfivy, "1 love you 00, Hunter! Now 60l 0 TO RHOLANDA
AND DON'T COME BACK!™ even if | die. | hawve limited fime
unfil daunin. Make no euge confact and adwows vse my right
hand.

[ omost forget tihat miy crustad chokers aue nidden be-
neoth the collow of tis uniforn. Otiher burzowcerots ond
QYisfocrats oumble aoout fing inside of the Chancelery) as
i dowjignt was Sfil sprawviing finrougin fne windows. No one
pawss even Slignt artention to me as | climbo fine first fligint
0f Stours 0 he second level. The presence of elite securty
officers increases and the presence of oureaucrocy) de-
Cre0ses as tine floor level increases. | instantiyy lose track of
fine numiber of levels, vt nofe e infensify of elifes. ey
PUF 02 2ujes on me fhan ting bureawerats and oustocrods
did; | didn't dawe 10 look. up ot one of tihem. | reach fing
Specific level and o man's \oice Suddenty) cods out Towouds
e, "Hey™ Linold ) eues lowered and clench fine privieged
pass caud in my gt pam.



"oV have 10 have o PY'\\/\\Z@Z(‘J cod 10 00 b@(ﬂOﬂd hnis PO\HT,
maoum.”

[ hope 1S nof” Rolandaws cifizen pass cod. | caumlyy hand
fine covd 10 fhe elife. He aefs out o scanner gun from his
back. pocker, and finis fime it produces an amost inawdiole
beeping sound wien ne scans the caxd. He doesn't hand
e oack fhe caxd, instead, e Winispers in a subdued fone,
"Are Yo looking for fine dicfafor?” | don't ansiwer him |
don't wount 10 low’ miy cover.

"V He mutTers,

| Final) rouse miy head 10 face tie officer and he winks
(L oroWNish gold ey at me, finen inands miy covd back 1o
Me. ™es" | answer. He spaved me from immediate caprure
and execvion in fine aportment” complex

"He 1S not in his bureow Y'\@V\T now."

600d. | Will probaoly) be able ind mine and everyoody
218¢'s file n fheve. | Sigitiyy nod My head 10 him. He must
be on my Side. The officer folows me nfo fine dictador's
bureaw, Wifinout fing curiosifi) of fing ofner elife of ficers
FUnNY now  person et is n possession of o high posifion
con do so much for anofiney. ™ou know’ you will lose your
00 i he finds ouf upv ave nelping me”



" know.”

"Then, Whij axe vy helping) me, Sir?”

He suddeniy smirks. "t helping) vy on your mission, eve.”

"HOW o Vou knowy aoout miyj mission?” | immediotell vaise
My head. | Tnougit ne looked faumilar, ofiner finan sparing

My if2 from merciess deatin. M. Madonnie, Rinoloandal’s
husband and Chevenne's fodiney



Uhapler 1

HIS son Noan 1S acively) aadnst nim. The last fime ve seen
Noon | wWais ‘oeing) senfenced for fine postulated massacre in
NICUX—When mu) powers activided svddeniy, and kiled 1
prisoners and 15 oureawcrads—ine noficed e disma in
MY eues as nis fodiner scolded me. It was the first fime
fine dictafor gt in wy face. | was senfenced 1o oe ever -
ISolated from fing yest of fine prisoners, and from society,
becowse of the overad numbey of burzowcerats thad died.

VA VALERIE VEOA: DETAINED. IN Iharsh red print, on mi
record folder. BU not anuymore. RHOLANDA ESMERALDA
MALTIN-MALONNIE: DECEAIED. Tnod™s What e thinks. |
con't hnelp but lowain, becowse e cannot e thad ner
dowgpter Chnevyenne 100kS oumost exactiy) tike ner. But Wi
does e keep dead peoble’s vecords? | realyy wont 10 foke
) fadner's vecord folder and ourn it JANELLE
KATHERNS AVLIVIA-VEGA: DETANED. MY mom. [ know
She's ot okaw), Ut [ hope sine will e aole 1o pull tirougin
IS corvuption longer untt | vescue ey M. Madonnie, do you
KNow Wihere mi mom is, of o least wiere my fadiner is?”

' ot SWe wWinere Your motiney 18, out | kinow winere Your
fodiner is. | sow him leave With tihe dictodor



glite Securif) officers were wadting) ovtside of fine dicto-
Tor's bureow for vs, with lefihad fireaurns, the dictacor nim-
Self, miy fadiner, and Cheignne and my mom witin fheir
arms pinioned benind their backs. "Chevyenne, What oue
Ypv doingy inere?r

The dictodor doesn't look. aunused. His \\@Wﬂ’\'\ﬂ@ blve eues
bWYﬂH@ on we. ”RZOLJM, MISS VZ@OL. You TV\OU@V\T | wovldn't
OLCKHO\/\/\Q(J@Z Uov in MYS. Madonnie's old uniform. | S Wov
PYZTZHJ\H@ 0 02 o vead auistocrat, how cute. For aw Wortin-
AN C\PV\ZY lie (ﬂOU.”

))\{ZS.))
"oV need 1o W(ﬂ o litfle hayder, litfle Womon.”

Mom Wouldn't even ook o me. She neld her nead low ond
furned anwow) o She Wovldn't nawe 1o look. a me. S finaf
Inov You ey feel aloout me.2" LIniss. I T ull pisses me
Off now bofih of My pauents despise me after winat fineu)
decided 10 do wWitih me. "LO0K. AT ME., MOM, DADI FOR ONCE
AFTER FUCKING YEARSP



"OU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT, MISS VEOA!"
He WVWV\M\OLTZM oy ks,

"YOU DID THSI YOU FUCKING DID THIS TO Mel LOOK. AT
YOURSELVES, YOU CAN'T EVEN LOOK. ME, AT YOUR 0N
DAVGHTERI™ An of ficer aftembts 10 tackle and shackle
Me as | e af my parents. "FUCK YOU BOTH—I HOPE
YOU ALL BURN N HELLI GET YOUR FUCKING HANDS 0FF
OF MEI" Tne NICUX MAasSacre neawly Yepeads ifseif. My en-
2voy) suddenivy produces o Shield of raudiodfion from accumu-
lafing anger. e lectric olve cuts affempiing 1o Shackle
MY hands oghind mi) back. meis of £ of my wrists. An
officer shoves the muzzie of WS gun 1o my forenead and
My fiery) dominadte nand meifs 1t More finan o few
Weighty) oodies of elites avidi fackles me onfo e floor,
ond fhen 1 near the blaring whiisfie and fine tiunderovs
BOOM 0f (L nuclear bomb exploding close in my eaxs. A finy
Shaud of gjass courves a long) loody) ing aLross fine bridge
of W) nose oefore | olack. Ut My uniform fransformed
from ook 10 ash grow)

Debris and concrete dust elevates and clovds the adr from
the dennolisihed strvctures. [ vomit vp the YZVV\OL\H\H@ pressure
in v bOd(ﬂ, ond the first peyson that Crosses "y mind 1S
Rinolanda, and nowv | fadled tine prisoners of '\T)K(QO Narira.



And if the dictotor Survived fihe explosion, we left-handed
ond disabled people Would not exist any longer and | would
e the £irst cipher on fne ISt of deadin Yow. Becowse e 1s
rigt and o of is folower's awe Yight aoovt us aonor mad
People. We aue Wortnless little cipners, out so axe the nor-
Mad people. Nobody) 1S wWortih wore fhan anvyoody eise.

[ press my left hand onfo muy chest and it burns fhe 1orso
of the uniform of of muy body, 'm used 10 the firm smel
of blood, ever Since | was blinded, the Smell was clinging 1o
MY NOSTYIS for as ong) as | can vememboer. JUsk arviving
fescue Soldiers begin voouming and yummaging finrougi tine
concrefe dvst and liffing up lauge pieces of deoris 1o vecov-
&y oodies, Some dead, Some aive. Many Survived, neaying
fihe vepettive screoms of Souis for help. Riholanda, Weaying
0. comouloge o uniform, comboad boofs, and & pro-
fecive face mask: conceading) ner moutin and nose doesn't
nofice me standing) in Just o fonke 1op, tarnisned uniform
pants, and combat 0oofs as she mMoves past me deeper
nfo fhe clovdy) destruction. | know she's looking) for ey
husband and ey dawginter. | stout 1o folovwy fine distant
barks of @ dogy tivougin vounds of soldiers Iiffing up heasy,
deoris. I'S Chevenne's comboat dog, Sruker, and Hunter,
Wit o face mask. on and o heawy) duty) flasilight in nis
ofher hand. "evad” He Wiaps WiS arms awound me. | move
My left ourm Ut of ihe embrace so nat [ wouldn't burn
him. Sfryker proceeds 1o bark ot o lauge piece of voble.



Cheyenne’s awms ave sfill shacklded benind ey back. Wit
the cuffs and she's \@\n@ foce down with her back
coked With dust. "Cheuenner



Chaplel 5

VAL YoUY fothey 1S on the vunl Riholanda knew winadt she
Was doingj. Hunfer and | found Cheyenne, and Rinolanda
found her nusband, the dictator, and mu) mafner. This
fime, | didn't even foke o Slight™ gimpse of my mofiner in
paun, and the dictotor's nands were Snackled benind his
back. by Rnolanda. Surprised 10 see her aupn after ol
finese years? He deserves 10 o put dowin. "KILL. THAT SON
0F A BITCH"

"o Wov need o lift for that?” Hunfer asks me.

"ND,” | frown, "Upv've done enoug\m for me.” My left hand 1S
Wwarm and My neck. sudden\(g furns hot. "where did he

0oz

"Thodt bastord von (oW from mel”

| Wont 10 vse Y powvers this fime. Hunfer didn't wont 1o
let Y hand o0, e o C\\ﬂ@(ﬁ child. He wWas C\UTCV\\H@ Some-
TV\\H@ in his ofiher hand, SOVV\ZTV\\Y\@ e o rope choker . |
cast ) eves, "Look., | need 1o do this adone.” | lean n closer
10 Wis face, then turn info afomic CMST()LJ modicums 10 ol
OL\NM before his \\PS covld fouch mine.



Ve oS felf like yunning, Nof awow from mu feaus, (ve
been doing finat for oo lng. Running st 10 knowy tiat 'm
aive, and | survived. Al of the Stuff fihat | went fiougin
Was becowse of wy fatiner, nof me, and not™ bad karma
for nof” being What fhe dictafor wanted everyoody 1o oe.
The saune.

The mon Wino | m)u@v\r Wos muj dad, Winces, "yov
Wwouldn't kil me, oL Nov con't”

He SP@OULS e | wovldn't, like | never CO@ﬂ\i@d fhad he 1S in
CV\OLY@@ of ol the TVY\H@S that has V\O@P@ﬂ@d o me.

"'m oy fotner”

"o finink. | gve o fUCk Vgt now?” | fake o sfep Towads
him. He won't even call me by my name. He doesn't an-
S He st Trows me v sombey look. Wil is aujes. | ex-
fend mu) left ourm ouf, e snow around me Sfourts 10
finouwny. He doesn't 1Yy 1o affack. me, or Yun for is life. He
furns his nead, then closes is eues; acceping his own
fote.



AN Quxorod oronge, keen edge alorvpiy gasines the skin
ong) s gt awrm From nis Wris 1o his crease, leaving
behind o gaping wound in is arm. "evad” | heay au covple
of voices coll out after me, ond | Writhe aound.

"Leave Nl He'l freeze 10 deatin vp here &ﬂ(ﬂ\f\/mﬂl”
CV\@%ZW\Z ZXclums,

"How diid (g'oul @er Up here S0 fost?”
"DON'T WOrYY) adoout ifl Your mom negds your

"WHYZI" LTurn miy mind 10 fake miy st glance af miy
bleeding fodtiner g amost Ii2lessiy in thawing snow
Wi IS eues Wide open. Affer Sihe decided 1o ignore iy
existence n fine Chanceleryl Cheyenne and Hunfer ofin
fUrn nfo Shoofing) awra light's folowing) the patin forwoud
fonouds the oorder of the Firsf ving) of west Nawrifo, and |
folovy offer them. Border padtvol of ficers nad sfopped fiheir
WOrk 10 ascerfodn ovt wihad™ happened in fhe center 1ing
and Whad hapbened 10 fine cenfer 1ing, The sfreets of the
rinas weve deserted.



The overnwingiming) gyief in mom's eues Shadters fine ofiner
ot of My ol "Mom.” L winisper guietly before kneeling)
dowin 10 her side. Her eves immediatel) cast vp o mi
foce and she finaly) looks me in fine eues. she smiles ex-
howsfingly ot me, but she doesn't speak. | extend my left
o U in Front of her 1o displauy my Sleeve faftoo. While
Rholanda Was inking mu left aurm, | asked her 10 do me a
fowor and ink. my mom's Signature in ner inandwiiing
smadl and olve on au petad of one of the watercolored flow-
ors, S0 1 could aunaAs e reminded of ner, becowse | missed
her Sicklu | didn'f fiaink. | was ever aoing) 1o see ner again.
| oS asked her 10 do ) dad's noume, and sne didn't, oe-
COWSe She knew aoout is alooninadtion. "1 love you.”

She SPZO(J(S SO‘H’M in o hoawrse \oice wWhile YZSﬂﬂ@ o hand
on mi cheek., "You did @00d. | love Wov oo, evo”

The oorders of the First five vings were compleel demol-
IShed. The concrete dust and debrs of tine destroyed build-
ngs made fine cenfer appear fike o Soofed wa zone. "\ did
finis” e dictotor would have been nad my head if e

Were 10 come oack 10 find Wis 1ing and chancelery) in vu-



NSl Noa 1S proboadol] Cheerng me on now. BUF knowing
fhat | Probouo\(g kKilled oo lot of founlies and nnocent citizens,
| sfil fzel ke on infounnous fug'\ﬂve.

))?/Va.l)

"What, Hunfer? eva, eva, ev, 1S o Wov evey S, Wil
Wov ever not need me?”

"oV KZZP d\S@PZ&Y\H@ When Riholanda needs Wov 10 sfick
oyound \Oﬂ@ZY. 'm not sure if Uovr Wish will come frve.”

"How did Wov even @Z’F here so fast? Yol ave in anotiner
district?

"'m the other nadf of Uour powver, eva”
"And Whadt do yov mean by finat?”
"OU Qe CYUSTuS, ' stones”

"NOU hawe bowers? How' come e dictator didn't detoin
(40U7”

"BeCowse v dod T’OLU@V\T e now 10 contyol them wien |
Was a kid.”



That moes me feel STUP\d ond @U\\M. V\(ﬂ powvers octivat-
¢d dUY'\ﬂ@ e wWorst fime POSS\D\Z. ”LUCK({),”

"Can Wov See we Y\@V\T now?"

"l con't see W\({]ﬂ’\\ﬂ@ S Much (M({)W\OYZ."

"That's @00d.”

"HOW?"

"BLCOSL.. Uov con't See we do this” He holds Y head in
his hands and | SVddZﬂ\(ﬂ fool nis \\PS press &@OJHST mine. |

love Uov. You've been TV\YOU@V\ ZHOU@\/\, Wov C\PV\ZY.”

| heayr ﬂ\(ﬂ chuckle, "t love Wov 100.. C\PV\ZY.”



hapler 6

"L don't knowv, v | feel Tike i won't oe easy) for Noa 1o
foke confyol of Narito. you know, since s fadner s sl
Ve | can See S inhevent of the bower i Nolan Wos
dead” Cinevienne lowers ner eues. "we'l ol o fucked it he
does gt fine power oack. oy force. £speciod) you, evi
And vour mom and my mom.”

"And Uour dad, ond Huntey
"He Would repead fnad” past invasion on vs”
"What pasf invasion?”

" 0ot You didn't” 0 10 Scihool. There wWas & past invasion
fina happened before Tokup Naritae Was peacesully united
nfo four Sepawute diSricts. Nolan's fodtiner's grandfodtingr
Niklas Vietor vuled the distyicts in west Nouita, wWhich was
fing spadlest. And nowv fing Victors came info powver since
finen Was he unexpectedy) invaded the disfricts of east,
Soutin, and norin Naritaw by Secretiyy vecrvifing soldiers from
finelr distyicts and expanding his i’



AT 120st he Wos au befter and smauter dictador fihan his
@Y@OLT, @YZOLT @mndsonl Dictator dickface created o oo
SZ@YZ@OLTTH@ handsl Wino even P\O’F S ”TOP secret” 1o divide
an OlJYZOl[M united C\ﬂi@ﬂﬂﬂ? He fucked '\7)\4(40 Naurito UPI”

"Appamnﬂ(g, Nolan-ll did. And mom kinewy. | et inis @mnd—
fodners ond s father ouve spinning in their oyoves n@w
NOW. He lef1 Noodh with @ lot of repadring o do.”

| hold o silent, fixed ojowe on ey combot doq %mgker,
SNOYing) ounoUA all of nis styess from the doug.

”\/\/\/\(4 e vov ST'OLY'\Y\@ ar v dO@? He doesn't like wien
PZOP\Z sfoue of him”

"HUN?" Her O(UZSTTOH OLbYUPﬂ(ﬂ brzaks me from an &b(ﬂSS&d
TV\OV@W( "0, HOTV\\H@. %OW({).” UﬂdOUbTZd\({), OV\Z%ZHHZ \Would
kil we for T&k\ﬂ@ %TY({)MY Without permission.

L WOl for Tine Soft sound of 1he Inouse asleep 1o vise before
prepaing) for iy second deadivy mission. | SCurvy on my
SWEATSINIFT, coumo pants, and Sneakers, finen quiehi) exir
Rholandaw's nouse info the hazy dead-of-fing-night adr. 'm



Sfil an infoumnous fugifive. Just becawse the dicator 1S fem-
POFA iy ot In powver anymore doesn't mean inis real follw-
ors won't confinve 1o work under s lows. And ot
meons 'm stil wounted for execution. | ool oL beeling from
district fovr 10 fine demaished center Yings. Night guauds
N uniform padvol fine border of fine Sixtin 1ing) Astrope. The
demoiisned Yings e Tokupp Nawifoe, Sipinor, ldera, Birideon,
ond AUSTTS. | aorvpfiy) clasin Info Whadt™ | assume 1S an vn-
Cleaed \age piece of vubble in fing blackness of fine night.
We bofih grunt. The LD Tight of a Flashiignt is shong in
my direction and a AUy Speaks, *eva?”

"van?P

"ENOL W are Upu doing) nere? | Tnovgint vou were Wit
Rholanda?” Hunfey asks winile rvooing tie drowsingss
from his 2ues.

))l Was n

"Whyj did ypv come nere? Nov know' fheyre sfil on watch
for yov, untit the dictactor resions or someﬂf\‘\n@. Al of the



borders oe sfill ved. You covld've @0’( fon COLU@V\T b(ﬂ 9 ﬂ\@l’\f
Vo S

"L did, vt he et e gp. I was van.”

"The dictoor's aristocratt Yo @0’( COLU@V\T b(4 ol |
TV\OV@V\T o killed him?!”

"L fnovght | did 100 | fnought™ the man was £ixing) 1o furn
Me 1N as Soon as he snone his LED Flashiight on e, out
he seemed n au vusih, and fold me 1o 9o oefore anofiner
NGt auoud could approachl i was very impossiole for me
0 leawe S Sight winen ne was ) keeper before | hosfiel
blew oL hole info is chest. But how 1S g stil alive and well
ofter fhad? L can't slegpt | nad o drean earlier, Huntey.
MY fatiner 1S nof” dead”

"L slashed him, S impossivle for hinm 10 be alole 10 survive
in the b\‘\smr‘\n@ cold mounfauns witih an open wound, eva
M()bod(g Wil find hin up there!”

"l don’t knowv. | feel like "y dreauns ave W(ﬂ'\ﬂ@ 10 12l we
SOVV\ZTV\'\H@—SOW\Z TV\\H@S.”

Tl Yoy What?”



"l don’t knowv. lVWPOYTOtﬂT TV\\H@S. Like, adoovt \/\/V\OLTJUST Y-
Cﬁﬂﬂ(ﬂ V\OLPPZHM.”

"ov sound @ bit insane, out 0o on.”

"' not insenel 'm seriovs! L/\(ﬁ fatner, Victor, and now
von aue sfill out there, and TV\Z@’Y@ P\&ﬂﬂ'\ﬂ@ Some. Similoy
invasion from the PO(ST 0N Vs.. SUAS GV\Z(G@HH@, | did not SO
fhat

"What™ do Vv Waunt 1o do adoout 12"

"In fhe morning, | aum going 1o tine mountadns and 'm going
0 searchh for his bod(g. And if | don't find o donin Mn@,
'm aoing) on ey

"L Wil g Wit you”

"'m gefting Chevenne 0 come With us 00, becawse | don't

want™ Rinolandee 10 have 10 leave ) mom V\M@\ﬂ@ While
Z\/ZMTV\'\H@ is sl dOUﬂ@ZYOUS for us”



Chaplel 7

"Look., [l explain locter! | van info van Andrade last n\@l/\f
ond 'm W(ﬂ'\ﬂ@ 0 f 1aure Ut how the fuck. is he still adive.” |
S\@lf\.

"YoU Yo info Nan?r" | hear Riolanda ot Uptiy exclaims.
"ENOL WINE Were ypv Thinking?! 6oing ovtside winen you
know e of ficieds ae Sfil on vour ass for destroying fine
center ringsP

"Thad™s Wihad™ Hunfer sdd..”

"It doesn't mater wWihad Hunter seddl The foct 1S fhad van
Will report fihat™ e spoffed U around that oead Thew ae
Sl l0oking) for (goul"

Vo let me 0.

"l don't” TYust him and o Shovldn't eitner. MObOd(ﬂ Should,
as o folower of Victor, el no”

"Look. R0, oefore Wov @Z’F 00 Worked vp ooout This, Hunfer,
OV\@(@@HM, ond | have P\OUH. | Ihad this dreoaun last n\@lf\f



IS Wiy | decided 1o 00 OV, | covldn't sleep anyore oftoy i
i fruck\n@ scoved me —"

"And Wov Wwent 10 Hunfer. You screwed (QOUYSZW , ond us,
evod Not OH\({) Van SPOT fed Uov. but™ Soldiers and citizens
SPOT fed Wov in fheir @&YTYV\(ZHT COVV\P\ZX! You don't” frusf
&ﬂ(ﬂb()d(ﬂ in '\TJK(QO N i, ﬂ/\@(ﬂ Wil Y@POYT Uovr S\@V\ﬁﬂ@&"

Nes, becowse | nowd Y P\()Uﬂ ond | need 1o let” Hunfer
knowy”

"What 1§ Uour plan?”

"Last night | had finis dreaum thad somebody) recovered my
fotiner's body) Wihere we left nim adfter | destroved fine
center Ying, Hunfer slashed is arm, and we left ihim in
fine Snovv 10 leed 1o deatin. And | hawe s feeiing) thad™ ne
IS somelnowy sl aive.”

"That's '\W\POSS\bIZ... he wWovld've died b(ﬁ the cold up finerel
wWho would even —"

"That™s ZX(MTM What Hunfer said.”



"Fivst, was the dictator, ond now it's Poss‘\bltg the adoomi-
notion of oL fodiner tihot s stil adive, and somenow survived
blood 10sS n fﬂ@‘\d femperotures”

"Lwent odone 1ast night™ becawse | fnought | need 1o gp vp
finere 10 seaxch for S ody myselt. Justin case, | can't
do 1 WifinuT Yol wie need 1o sfick. Togefiner, becowse for
al we know Vietor covld fake adl tinis it back. oy force if
he Wanted 0.

"What™ do U need vs 1o do?”

" need Yo ond Cole 10 sfoug here 10 protect mom st in
) oun(gbodtg iSolcfed is coming) ofter ey | ajmad(g knowy
that the dictator and dad is adive out there somenwhere,
pofting against adl of us”

"And Vo

" don't kinow adoout” hinn. The vead Ivan wouldn't nave let
me vun of £ from hinn or border P(mo\ ke that | Ihave o
fee\‘\n@ fhat he's on our Side now.”

"What do o mean?”

"Victor OLSS'\@Y\ZO\ Vo 10 be Y k@ZPZY nce | was o, he
had 10 be witih me, V\/OLTCV\\Y\@ me Wiherever | went. | know



WO VN 1S, e Was pro-Victor as his aisfocrat and he
hated my fucking guis. | accidentody) an info nim in fhe
dowk. st ngint and e let me gp oefore anotiner border
patvol guawd could spot e, | feel like e adfernafed 10 oe on
OUY Side. He must be aauinst the dictador now, here's no
ofney 12ason ne would et me gp ke that”

"DoN'T TYust him, evee | ihaven't even wet fine man IQZT
ond he OLJY(ZM(Q Seems SV\OLOM ZHOU@V\ 0 have let Wov 20
When he knows how Wov oy S

"Tng‘\n@ 10 S | meont 1o Il adl of 1hose innocent C\PV\ZYS
N Nicux?”

"No, 0F COUrSe noft I wWas wirong) for Victor 10 assign nim
0 Watch vou for somefining) ypv had no confyol over. Buf,
Wiy would van all of fine sudden furn lanes odter all the
commation lafely?”

"Thad™s Whadt™ 'm mg\n@ 10 fr\@um out..



